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g±qislatibt AzsmhLg,
Wednesday, 11th October, 18W9.

The House met at 7-30 o'clock. pi..
The CLERK reported that the hon. the

Speaker (who had gone to Northamn, with
other mnemnbers, to visit the annual agri-
cultural show) was unable to be present
at the time for commlencing the business
of the House, but would arrive in a short
time.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. H arper)
took the Chair.

WANT OF QUORUMi-ADJOURNMENT.
At 7-45 o'clock (the interval of 15

minutes having elapsed), there not being
a quorumn present, the DEPUTY SPEAKER
declared the House adjourned until the
next day.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at

4-30 O'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUJESTION-GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF
THE COLONY.

MR. MORAN, without notice, asked
the Ministeur of' Mines, When the report

of the Government Geologist on the
Geological Survey of the colony would
be laid on the table of the Hoose.

THE MINISTER OF MINES replied:
- The geological report was in the hands
of the Government Printer, who had a
great pressure of work; but the report
would be got out as quickly as possible.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the PE IER: i, Report of Metro-

polian Waterworks Board, 1898-9; 2,
Opinion of Harbour Master at Albany
on draught of vessels entering Princess
Royal Harbour; 3, Sale of working plant
and transfer of plant from one Loan
Work to another, Opinion of the Premier
thereon.

Ordered to lie onl the table.

MOTION (URUENCY)-WANT OF
QUORUM ON PREVIOUS DAY.

MR. IAEAKE moved the adjournment
of the House, to draw attention to a
certain procedure. As Mr. Speaker was
awarie, there was no sitting of the House
ion Wednesday night, owing to the want
of a quorum, caused by' a number of
members not having returned from visit-
fign the annual show at Northamn. No
intimation of an intention to adjourn the
House till half-past 7 on Wednesday

Inight, was given to members until very
late on Tuesday night; and it would be

Iin the interest of Parliamentary pro-
cedure, whenever there was an intention
to adjourn the House for any public or
quasi-public function, for the Premier at

ileast to intimiate his view or his wish to
members who sit on this (Opposition)
side. Had that been dlone, perhaps not
onily might other arrangements have been
made, but members on this side of the

IHouse might have had an opportunity of
visiting Northam. No menltion wasimade

Iof this intended visit, nor were we told
ithere would be a special train to Northam.
It was the custom, lie believed, of the
Administration to reserve to themselves
the privilege of addressing the public on
these occasions, generally to the exclusion
of members of die Opposiition.
ITH E PREMI1ER: That was not fain-

MR. LEAKE: From this morning's
report in the Press, lie noticed that the
right lion, gentleman took advantage of
the opportunity to say some nice, kind
things in his usual strain about the mem-
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bers of the Opposition, knowing full well
that none of themt were there to take their
Part.

AIR. ROBSON: An endeavour was made
by himself.

MR. LEAKE: The right hon. gentle-
mian claimed the lion, member as one of
his own supporters.

MR. RBSON: Quite so.
MR. LEAKE : Owing to what hasp-

pened, some members on the Opposition
side of the House were prevented from
taking part in another function last
evening, which theyv might have taken
part in had they been aware of the in-
tention of the Goverunment on this
occasion.

MR. GEORGE :We (manufacturers)
were only sorry the hon. member was not
there.

MR. LEAXE: Had it not been for the
fact that be thought the House was going
to sit, lie would have been there; but hie
was in this House instead.

A MEMBER: There was not a quorum.
THE PREMIER: The bon. member (Mr.

Leake) went away on purpose, and said
so.

MRn. LEAKE: The right hon. gentle-
man was not in the House, and (lid not
know what happened. He (Air, kake)
Was in the House, and was perfectly
willing for the House to sit.

THE PREMIER: But the hon. member
would not help to make a House when
here. That was about his usnal tactics,
too.

MR. LEAKE: What he wished to
point out was that on a11 important
occasions when the right bon. gentleman
desired the adjournment of the House
for his own convenience, or the conveni-
ence of lion. members, he should be at
least guided by the ordinary rules of
courtesy, and ask members who sat on
the Opposition side whether it suited
their convenience; and hie (Mr. Leake)
might very wvell reply to an observation
the Premier made to hin the other day,
by saying that if the right hon. gentle-
man were to attend to his business instead
of Careering about the country, it would
be better. One must emphatically protest
against the right lion, gentleman taking
advantage of these quasi-public occasions
to indulge his political venom with re-
gard to the Opposition, particularly when
lhe knew there were no persons in the

nieighbourhood representing views oppo-
siteto those entertained by himself.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: An unfair attack
was made.

THE PREMIER: Thelhon. member (Mr.
Leake) would do the same at Kalgoorlie.

Mit. LEAKE: It would not be good
taste.

THE PREMIER: Very good taste, the
hon. member showed!I

Mn. LEAKE: If the right hon. gentle-
man would try to be guided by those
little conventional rules of courtesy which
existed, he would. not find it very difficult
to comply with them. He (Mr. Leake)
did not wish to say more, but formally
moved the adjournment of the House.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Ron. F. H. Piesse): The lion.
member (Mr. Leake), in making the
remarks he did with regard to what the
Government intended to do, was really off
the truck. It was certainly the intention

iof the Premier, and the other members
iwho accompanied him, to be here last
night at the opening of the House; and

Ino one regretted inore than he that they
were not able to be here, because he hadl
assured the hon. the Speaker (wvhen leav-
ing) that they must be back here by 7-15,
the time the train was due to arrive in
Perth on Wednesday evening. But
unfortunately, owing to circumstances
which were unavoidable, in consequence
of another trin being ahead of them on
the line, they were not able to get back in

Itime for tie meeting of the House at
7-30. Opportunity was taken at Guild-
ford to telephone to the Clerk of the
House, stating the members returning b
train would he here in a few minutes.
Hon. members who accompanied the
Premier anid himself would shortly have
been in the House to take their places,
and there would have b~een sufficient
members to form a quorum.

MR. LiEASE: Why did not the hon.
mendber, the evening before, inform
mnembers on this side of what was going
to be doneV

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The hon. member knew the
House adjourned till 7-30. Members
who went to Northam would have
returned in time to be present but for
the circumstance he had mentioned;
and had it not been for the member for
Albany (Mx. Leake), who was seen about
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the time fixed for the meeting of the
House or shortlyv afterwards, and said it
was not his intention to make a House,
it would have been possible to have had
at meeting of the House last night. He
hoped that when the Government were

In Opposition, they would act in a
different way f romt that in which the hon.
mnemb er acted.

MR. LEAKE: The assertion was not true.
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS: According to what he was told,
such wats the vase. In deference to Mr.
Speaker, who wvas anxious to be present
when the House met, members should
have helped to keep) the Honse together
and carry on the business of the country.
III a ineasuire, the train was account-
able for what had occurred.

MR. LEA KEI' There were not in the
pivecirts of the House sufficient Inenhlers
to form aI (flortt~i.

THE PREMIER; The hon. member
would not help to make a iquorum,
anlyhow.

ITis OOMMISSIQNER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The Premier having another en-
gatgement, lie (the Commissioner) would
have taken his place, and there would
have been sufficient members to forni
a quorum. fIn regard to observations
which had been made concerning the
train arrangement, he might say that
invitations had been sent hy the commit-
tee of the Northaun Agricultural Show to
certain members of the House, and he
(the Commissioner) took the opportunity
of goiing round the House when the
arrangement was made at a quarter-past
8, and mentioning the matter to several
members, asking them if they' would go.
Almost everyone seemed to think they
did not care albout going, and the result
was that on the next morning, instead of
at good numnler of members turning uip,
there wvere only six or seven.

MR. ILIL11GWORTH (Central Mur-
cison) : Since this question had cone
lip, he wished to say he was pretty
regular in attending the sittings of the
House. When hie left on Tuesday night,
lie thought the business was about over,
and lie bad no knowledge of the intended
-adjournment.

THE PREMIER: The member for North-
East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) was speak-
ing6 when the member for Central Mur-
chion left.

1 MR. ILLINOWOETH: The time he
left was 25 minutes to 12.

THE PEIER: The speech was not
over, at ainy rate.

Mu. ILLING WORTH: Nothing wvas
k-nown by th of the adjoIUrmIent Of the
House for this Northamn festivity, neither
did he receive any invitation to go to it.

Mu. GEORGE iad SEVERAL MNEMBERS:
Nor I.

Mu. ITLINGWORTH: The lion.
member said that all had had invitations.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
That was not correct. He said " somet

Imembers."
i Tan PREMIER: The bon. member (Mr.
Tllingwortli) was mistaken.

MR. ILfLNGWOl{TH: The assertion
lie had made was correct. Uip to the
time of the adjournment on Wednesday
evening, as; far as hie knew, no imessage
had come to hand as to inemibers return-
ing fromn Northam. nor were there suffi-
cient members in the precincts of the
House to make a quorum. If the Stand-
ing Orders were to be carried out, there
was no help for what took place.

THE: PREMIER: It was not the first
time members of the Opposition had
stayed outside rather than make a House.
What had occurred was not extraordinarty,
and this was not the first time it had

1happened.
ME. ILLING WORTH: Charges wel-e

made against mnemtbers on time Opposition
side of the House of not assisting to
make at qJuorum1; hut as far as he knew,
if all the members in the precincts of the
House had been in their seats, there
would not have been a q1uorum. Con-
sequently, what had occurred was one of
those unfortunate circumstances which
could not be helped.

THE PREMIER : What wats all this
about, then ?

MR. ILUNGWORTH : If mnembers
on the Government side oif the House
desired to go to a festivity of this kind,
they should take Opposition members into
their confidence and let them understand
what the position was.

Aiu. GEORGE (Murray) :This ap-
peared to beoa great stormn in a particular ly
small teacup. It was owing to an accident
that some memibers were not present.
Boiled down, the fact was that because the
train was late the House could not be kept;
and he thought it came with a bad grace
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from the member for Albany (Mr. Tieabe)
to kick up this quarrel, and that hon.
member might be rebuked for wasting
the time of the country. The other
night the hon. member and some of his
followers marched out of the House, not
for the purpose of doing any, good to the
country, but to try to defeat a Constitu-
tion Bill because thecy could not get their
own ends; and he considered that mean.

MR. MORAN (East Coolgardie) : The
House ought to pass a vote ofrcensure on
the shareholders of the Northam Agri-
cultural Society. He dlid not know
whether he would be in order in moving
that they should be censured because
they dlid not see fit to ask the member
for Albany and others to their show, pos-
sibly because they did not want them.

A MEMBER: On account of the Goo-
mailing railway.

MR. MORAN: Yes ;possibly. If
people wvished to exercise their discretion
in this way,, and only asked those they
liked to he there, oughit we to show our
indignation?

MR. ROBSON (Gei-aldton) : It was
somewhat unreasonable that this matter
should be brought forward. Being a
somewhat young member, be did not
know what the term "the precincts of
this House" might mnean. He knew
there was a refreshmient room, and per-
hamps that was not within the precincts of
the House. Members who did attempt
to reach the House soon enough to have
a quorum and hold a sitting, arrived
about two minutes beyond the time; and
they met the leader of the Opposition
coming out of the refreshmnent room with
a smile on his face, telling them there was
no quorum. Many other members who
sat on the Opposition side of the House
were smiling and chuckLing-absolutely
chuckling! Members who went to
Northern had their day out; other mem-
bers were invited to the dinner of the
Chamber of Manufactures, and members
of the Opposition were going to have
their day out. Members who came down
from N4ortham full speed ahead, and
dashed from the station in cabs to the
danger of the lives of pedestrians, found
on arriving at the House that all other
members bad gone. They, too, were de-
lighted, and took advantage of the oppor-
tunityv to go to see "A Stranger in New
York." The obj .ection now raised by the

leader on the Opposition side of the House
was purely factious and inopportune.

Mx. K1NGSMI, : The Premier
might, as a matter of courtesiy, on future
occasions give a little more notice of any
adjournment of the House about to take
place.

THE PREMIER: It seemed to have been
very convenient to bon. members op-
posite.

Ma. KINGSMILTL said lie did not
wish to indulge in a personal view of the
mnatter.

oTH sPREIER: Pus was being made

MR. A. FORREST: The House would
have sat last night, but for the action of
the Opposition.

MR. KINGSIILL: The request which
had been made was not unreasonable, and
he asked the Premier courteously' , hoping
to be tr-eated with the same coni-tesy,
whether on future occasions, when an
adjournment of the House was likely to
take place, hie would let members know
at least more than a few hours before
the adjournment dlid take place.

MR. A. FORREST (West Kimbherley):
As one of the members who was present
on the previous evening, he %iodld like to
say that the member for Albany (Mr.
Leake), the nieuiem for East Perth (Mr.
James), he thought the member For
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper), and
others were outside with the Deputy
Speaker.

MR. VosPRx: Itwas just toolate, when
lie arrived.

MR. A. FORREST: At any rate the
memiber for North-East Cloolgardie was
in evening dress. The Deputy Speaker
was in the Chair at few minutes before
a, quarter to 8, and there would have
been no difficulty if the Opposition had
helped to make a House, because a tele-
phone message was received, stating that
mnembeirs returning from Northanm would
arrive in a few minutes; but the memnber
for Albany (Mr. Iseake) distinctly said
he would not help to form a quorum.
Memubers on time Government side were
not asked by the Commissioner of Rail-
way' s to go to Nomrthmarn, until very late
on Tuesday evening, and many of them
found it impossible to accept time invita-
tion. Besides, no invitation came to those
members from the Northamn people. The
Commissioner of Railways asked bon.



1654 Want of Quorum: [ASSEMBLY.] a Complaint.

members at a late hour whether they
would be prepared to go: and, as a matter
of fact, the blame lay with the Opposition
and not with the Government. It was
the Opposition who prevented a House
being made, and the action was certainly
not respectful to the Speaker, because the
proper course would have been to make a
House, and then ask for an adjournment.

MR. KINGSraILL: This wasita question
of principle.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): It was extraordinary that hon.
members who bad on two previous
occasions absented themselves from the
House in order to prevent a quorum,
with the object of humiliating or trying
to humiliate the Government-(Mit.
LEASE : Hear, hear) -should make a
fuss about this matter. There was
evidence that last night the leader of the
Opposition had said he would not do
anything in the way of trying to form a
quorum; and surely that was not the
proper spirit to be shown by a gentleman
in his position. A little courtesy was
due to the Speaker, who by unforeseen
circumstances was prevented from being
present at the hour fixed for the opening
of the House, and in this he (the Premier)
could sympathise with the Speaker, who
was always so punctilious about being in
his plaoce. The Northain trip was Onot
decided on until half-past 8 on Tuesday
evening, when the disposal of the Con-
stitution Act Amendment Bill and the
Electoral Bill made it possible for himself
and others to attend the show; anid the
Commissioner of Railways then asked
hon. members whom hie met whether they
could leave for Northamn next morning.
Some members agreed to go, and others
were unable to leave town; but Say idea
of inviting particular persons was furthest
from the intention of both the Comi-
missioner of Railways and himself. On
Tuesday evening the Opposition benches
were empty for anl hour or two before
the House adjourned. The leader of the
Opposition. was certainly in his place for
a while, twisting and turning, sometimes
leaving his seat, going outside and
returning, apparently very uncomfortable,
and not knowing what to do; but
generally, the Opposition benches were
empty, notwithstanding tiat the House
was dealing with one of the most import-
ant subjects that bad ever, come before

members, and listening to one of the
most able speeches we had ever had an
opportunity of listening to, whatever
members might think in regard to the
matter. The member for Central Mur-
chison (Mr. Thfingworth) went away
before the speech was finished.

MR. ILLINOWORTH: It was half-past
11 when lie left.

THE PREMIER: That was before the
adjournment of time House, and at a time
when the House was in full work. There
were no members of the Opposition in
their places when lie had moved the
adjournment until half-past 7 on the
following evening. There were other
circumstances connected with the adjourn-
ment besides the trip to Northamn on
Wednesday, because there was a meeting
of the Chamber of Manufactures followed
by a dinner, and seeing that it was
private members' night, it was considered
that the Opposition would try to make a
House.

MRt. LEAS: "Private members'" did
not mean the Opposition.

THE PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition had himself several matters
on the Notice Paper, which might have
been dealt with, but he wvent to the opera
or somewhere else, and probably intended
to do so before be came to the House at
half-past 7. He (the Premier) had not
been guilty of any want of courtesy,
nor had he any desire to be discourteous.
He was always glad to consult the
Opposition in regard to any adjourn-
ment, and the only reason for his not
doing so on this occasion was that
he had no opportunity, as it was late
in the evening before he was able to
make up his mind in regard to the trip.
There was nobody present but the miem-
ber for North-East Coolgardie (Mr.
Vosper) on the Opposition side, when the
House adjourned.

MR. WILSON: Yes; he was present.
Tws PREMIER: If the member for

the Canning was present at the adjourn-
mnent, he had his opportunity then of
objecting. The hion, member had himself
to leave town next day, and was not in
the House at half-past 7 the follow-
ing evening. It was easy to find fault

wihothers, but the best way was not to
do anything that could be found fault
with; and this was "a storm in a tea-
cup," the only object of which was to
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make reference to a remark of his (the
Premier's) at the luncheon in Northam,
when he said the Opposition were weak
and discredited. Because he told the
truth oil that occasion, the Opposition
raised all this fuss!

MR. LEAKE: The right hion. gentleman
g.enerally stalbbed in the back.

MR. WILSON (Canning): When mnov-
ing the adjournment, the Premier gave
noe reason for the change of the hour of
meeting. although it was believed he had
consulted the Commissioner of Rail-
ways.

THE PREMIER: The Speaker and one
or two others were consulted before the
adjournment was moved.

AIR. WILSON: Possibly; but the
member for Albany (Mr. Iieake) was
perfectly in order in protesting against
the procedure. The Opposition were too
little consulted as to the manner in which
business was carried on, and it was only
due to Opposition members, and especiall 'y
to the leader of the Opposition, that they
should be consulted in regard to import-
ant adjournmnents. The Northam Show
had really nothing to do with the question
before the House.

THE PREMIER: Where was the lion.
member yesterday ?

MR. WILSON: At Gooseberry Hill,
where hie had a pleasant afternoon.
Opposition members had no invitation to
Northanm, but for that the Premier was
in no way responsible.

THE PREMIER: It would have beena
pleasure to see the hion. member present.

MR. WILSON: That was to be be-
lieved; but when it was proposed to
adjourn for a certain purpose, it was
only right the leadier of the Opposition
should be consulted.

THE PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition was not present.

MR. WILjSON: The Premier had
admitted that the leader of the Opposition
was in and out of the House. There was
no desire to be offensive, but the Premier
ought to be a little more careful in the
speeches he made at social gatherings.
Ever since hie (Mr. Wilson) bad been
connected with public life, hie noticed that
the Premier at any social gathering,
whether a marage or a birth or an
agricultural show, took the opportunity
of finding fault with the members of the
Opposition.

THE PxRIR: The Opposition found
fault with the Government ; and the lion.
member at Kalgoorlie the other day said
the conduct of the Government had been

shameful."
MR. WILSON: Similar language had

been used in the House many a time.
THE PREMIER: But the lion, member

used the language at a social gather-
ing.

MR. WILSON: No; it was at a
political gathering, at which members
could say what they liked. But the
Premier took advantage of the absence of
miemibers of the Opposition at social
gatherings, whereas the leader of the
Opposition ought to have an opportunity'
of being present, to reply if necessary.
The Premier had so big a personality,
and had so long controlled the affairs of
the colony, perhaps, that hie looked on
muembers of the Opposition with some
contempt and scorn.

THE PREMIER: No; it was the other
way.

'MR. WILSON expressed the hope that
in the future the Opposition would be
consulted in these matters, and that
there would be a cessation of tme practice
of referring at social gatherings to miatters
totally outside social life.

MR. RASON (South Murchison) : The
debate was not calculated to add to the
dignity of the House, in the estimation
of the public, and it reminded him more
of his school-days than of proceedings in
a deliberative Assembly' . Yesterday, was
a private members' day, and it could not
be supposed to be the duty oif the Govern-
mnent or- of Government m~embers to make
a special point of keeping a quorum on
that day. But it would have been an
easy mater to make a quorum if assist-
ance, which might reasonably be expected.
had been forthcoming from the Opposi-

Ition. That assistance was not forth-
comning; on the contrary, there were
decided expressions from a responsible
member of the Opposition to the effect
that he would do his best to prevent a
quormn being formed.

MR. LEAKE: It was a pity the lion.
member- could not adhere to the truth.
He was not bound to, but he might have
tried.

MR. RASOI%: If the hion. member
1Wished to insinuate that he (Mr. Rason)
iwas not telling the truth, lie would give
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the exact words the bon. member made
use of, and other hon. members could
bear him out in what was said.

MR. IjEAKE: Was it customary to
drag private conversations into the
House?~

MR. RASON: It had heeu forced upon
him.

MR. LxanE: The bon. member could
repeat the conversation.

AIR, RASON : It had been forced upon
him, by his being accused of telling an
untruth. He would give the exact words
used. The member for Albany said: " I
will guarantee there is not a quaorium
to-night, and I amn going to leave the
House mow." After the exhibition made
by the member for Albany, one must say
that lessons as to how iembers of the
House should behave would come with
far better grace from an hon. gentleman
who did not accuse, on the floor of the
House, another member of telling an
untruth. He left it to the House to judge
who on this occasion had been telling the
truth.

MR. LEAKE (in reply):, It was not
necessary to force this question to a
division. At the same time, he did not
regard this as a " stonin in a tea cuip,"
from his point of view. He had raised
the question with the idea of protesting
against the procedure of the Govern-
ment. And, in justice to Mr. Speaker,
there should be somne understanding,
because he recognised the Speaker was
placed in a very awkward position
on Wednesday night. In consequence
of the train being late, the Speaker
was not able to take his place in
the House; and the Standing Orders
provided that a quarter of an hour
after the time for meeting, the House
must adjourni if there was no quorum.
There was no quorum at a quarter to 8,
and consequently the House adjourned.
He (Mr. Leake) was aware that the
Speaker and other hon. -members came
to the House a few mninutes afterwards.
It was not merely a question of keeping
a quorum in the House, but that no
intimation of the intention to depart
from the ordinary course of procedure
was expressed by the Premier. Had the
Premier told bin (Mr. Leake) that he
desired to adjourn until half-past 7 on
Wednesday, it might easily have been
done.

THrE PREMIER: TUntil a late hour, he
and others did not make uip our minds to
that course.

MR. LEAKE: If the Premier had not
made up his mind until the last moment,
the Premier was to blame in that; for
these things ought not to be left until
the last moment, merely to suit a, whimn
or fancy on the part of the Premier.
There was no doubt the Premier did
treat the House with studied discourtesy,
on questions of procedure and other
matters ; and he (Mr. Leake) only asked
the Premier to try anld reform in that
direction. As to the imputation made at
Northam, that was altogether beyond the
question. He (Mr. Le-ake) was not
aware that a show was being held at
Northam, until late in the afternoon.
He might perhaps have arranged to go
to Northam if he had known of the show
a day or so before. He had been accused
of not keeping a House on a private
members' night and on other occasions.
He did not want to sail under false
colours, and lie might tell the Premier
that it was never his intention to keep a
House for the Government. Let that
lie understood.

Tun PREmiE.R: What was tbht for?
MR. LEAKE: It was not his duty,

and he was not going to worry about it.
He would take his chance.

TH-E PREMIER: When the lion. mucus-
her was about the ion se, it was not too
much to ask him to come into the
Chamber.

MR. LEAKtE: rrivate inenmbers' day
did not mean that it was au Opposition
day. It was not incieutheut on amember
of the Opposition to keep a Hlouse
because it was private mecibers' day.
There was nothing, as far as he was con-

Icerned, on the Notice Paper that could
Inot have stood over for a few days, and
lie did not feel it incumbent on him to
keep a. House for hon. members opposite.
If there was no House, welt and good : he
was glad there was not, for it emphiasised
the position forced on us by the conduct
of the Premier. In the circumstances,
he -would ask leave to withdraw the
motion.

MR. QUINLAN (Toodyay) : Before
ithe motion -was withdrawn, perhaps he
was entitled to say a. word or two, because
he was one of the delinquents. Without
fear of contradiction, he might say lie was

[ASSEMBLY.] a Complaint.
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one of the most frequent attendants
amongst private members, Sad was one of
those who spoke least. He came to the
House last evening expecting to be in his
place, and if necessary to do his duty;
and what had been said by the Comnmis-
sioner of Railways was perfectly correct.
Everything that could possibly be done
was done to facilitate the business of the
session, and he heard the Commissioner
of Railways offer an apology to the
Speaker for having been the means of
delaying him. He for one would not
have gone away on Wednesday, if he had
thought it would have been the means
of interfering with the business of the
session, seeing that the session had lasted
long enough, and was likely to last
another month or two, so far as he could
see. So far as the visit to Northam was
concerned, hon. members need not expect
written invitations. Members were al-
ways welcome in that district, and he
took upon himself to say that, because he
represented anr adjoining district and
knew the hospitality of the Northam
people. Hie would invite hon. members
on Wednesday next to the annual show
in his district, where they would find
plenty to eat and drink, and it would do
members good to shake off business for
the day, though he hoped it would not
retard the business of the country. It
did members good to visit the differelit
parts of the country, said he hoped the
invitation he had given would be ac-
cepted as general. The member for
York (Mr. Monger) would indorse his
remarks, so far as the York district
show wvas concerned. It was the duty of
public men to make themselves acquainted
with the various parts of the colony when
an opportunity was given them, and an
opportunity had been given yesterday. It
was the duty of public men to avail
themselves of opportunities of visiting
country districts. He gave his own time
entirely to public matters; and although
he was not often heard, he was p~resent
to exercise his right for those who sent
him there.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

SUPPLY BILL (No. 2).
SECOND READING.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : I beg to move that this Bill be
read a second time.

MR. LEAKE (Albany): Before this
Bill is read a second time, do I under-
stand from the right hon. gentleman
that this is only a mouth's suppiy ?

THE: PREMIER: The supply previously
granted is not exhausted yet. This Bil
is for one month's supply.

MR. LEAXE: The idea. is that this
should be temporary supply, in order that
the f unctions; of Government may pro-
ceed until the passage of the Estimates
and the Appropriation 'Bill. I am not
going to oppose this Bill, but I want to
urge on the right hon. gentleman, as we
do not intend to oppose the Bill and as
the Estimates are before the House, also
the Excess Bill, that the Premier should
take the earliest opportunity of informing
the House when he intends to bring
down the Loan Estimates and the other
financial measures, such as those fore-
shadowed in the Governor's Speech, par-
ticularly those dealing with the railway
policy. I urge the right hon. gentleman
to give the House that information as
soon as possible. I do not wish to hold
out any threat, but I can assure the
right hon. gentleman that, unless we get
the information of the kind I have asked
for, and I think we have a perfect right
to ask for it, the passage of the Estimates
must necessarily be delayed, because we
cannot discuss the Estimates of expendi-
ture until we know exactly and fully
what the expenditure is going to be.

THE PREMIER: Why not?
MR. LEAKE: We know the question

of loans, the old loans and the new loans,
is intimately connected with the financial
position of the colony, as well as with
the financial position of the Government;
and before we pass the financial Bills or
the Estimates, I think we have a perfect
right to ask, and indeed to demand if
necessary, that this information should be
given to the House. I do not intend to
oppose the passage of the Bill, because if
it is not passed it will necessarily hamper
the Government's operations during this
month; but I do tell the right hon.
gentleman that members on this side
require more information with regard to
our finances than we have at present.

THE PREMIER: What particularly do
you want to know.

Ma. LEAXE: We want particularly
tp know the position in regard to the
loans.
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THE: PREMIER: I have told you that
already.

MR. LEAKE: InI the so-called Budget
speech the right hon. gentleman was
very careful to avoid saying anything
in regard to present and future Loans, or
anything under that head.

THE PREMIER: I told you exactly the
position of the colony.

MR. LEAXE: I am. asking for this
information, and I give fair warning.

THE PREMIRu: I do not care for your
warning.

MR. LEAKS: You, Air. Speaker, are
perfectly well aware of that: you know
the right hon. gentleman does not careI
for my warning, nor anything- said on
this side of the Rouse, or the rides of the
House, or perhaps constitutional pro-
cedure generally.

ME. GEORGE: Hear, hear.
MR. LEAHE: But there is no reason

why, we should not urge on the right hon.
gentleman to follow as closely as possible,
or as he conveniently can, constitutional
procedure. T am only saying that before
hie can hope to get these financial matters
through the House, lie should give us
all available information connected with
finance.

THs PREMIER: I have done so. If
yoiI cannot appreciate the information
given I cannot make von do so.

MR. LEAKE: I do not know whether
it is within the province of the Premier
to addr-ess me personally in this way.
Rt is very disconcerting, and I can hardly
proceed with my remarks if the Premier
will persist in making these Observations
to me. I thought it was the custom to
address the Chair. I say I shall not
oppose the passage of this Supply Bill,
and I amn merely hinting that we shall
not be able thoroughly and exhaustively
to discuss the Estimates, until we get the
information I suggest we ought to have.

THE PREMIER: Better give notice and
ask for the information, and I will give
it to you.

MR. LEA.KE: You will get no more
notice than you have had alr-eady.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.
Clause I-Issue and application of

£250,000:
MR. IJEAKE: Referring to what had

just been said, would the Premier t4ll

in Coummittee.

the Commlittee what he proposed to do,
and accede to the request made ?

THE PREMIER: What request?
MR. LEAKE: As to giving full par-

ticulars of the colony's position in connec-
tion with loans unraised and loans pro-
posed ?

THE PREMIER : Certainly ; but how
was it that the hon. member had been
living here and did not know the state of
the loan ac-counts? The figures were
published every quarter.

ME. LEAKE : All the loans authorised
had not been raised. When did the
Premier propose to raise additional loans?

THE PREMIER: When it suited the
Government to do so.

MR. LEAKE: Not wbien it suited the
House?

THE PREMIER: No. The House had
nothing to do with raising loans. Was
the House to say when the Government
should put a loan on the market, or was
such a mnatter to be subject to the hon.
member's dictation? The Government,
so long as they enjoyed the confidence of
the House, were entrustedl with the rais-
ig of loans.

MR. GEORGE: Would not the Premier
take the advice of his financial advisers?
All hon. members were financiers.

THE PREMIER : Speaking. from
memory, there was about 12 ililions
of loan authorisation unraised, or, to
be very accurate, £1,450,000 ;there
wvere £1,550,000 of Treasury bills;
and all the rest of the loan was in
inscribed stock, or debentures. Surely
everyone k-new this, seeing that the
figures were published in the quarterly
returns, and that the indebtedness of the
colony had been set forth in the financial
statement at £10,062,451. The figures
regarding loan expenditure on works
already authorised would be placed before
hion. members when the Loan Estimates
were on the table. The expenditure
on those items was also published
quarterly, and there was nothing new to
be said in regard to loan expenditure.
Most of the works had been completed.
With the exception of the Fremantle
harbour works and the Coolgardie gold-
fields water scheme, all the other works
were nearing completion or were now in
hand. Full information would be found
in the quarterly statement published last
July, and in that for the September



Suppy Bll: [12Oc~BER 189.] in committee. 1659

quarter which would be published in a
few days, so that the hon. member would
have no lack of information regarding
authorised loan expenditure. As to new
works to be constructed, the policy of the
Government had been foreshadowed in
the Governor's Speech, and it was hardly
in accordance with that Constitutional
procedure to which the hon. member
seemed to pin his faith that the Govern-
ment should bring that matter before the
House at the hon. member's bidding.
The Government must be allowed their
own time in which to make and to
bring before the House their proposals.
However, he intended to bring those
proposals before the House as soon
as possible. The bon. member, who
seemed to know more than he about this
matter, had recently written a letter to a
friend of his (the Premnier's) up country,
telling that gentleman of something
which the Government were or were not
going to do. That was not a courteous
act, considering the hon. member's desire
to be always treated with courtesy.

MR. IAE: Would the Premier deny
that statement in the letter ?

TiHE PREMIER: Without arguing
or denying anything, the hon. member
was not quite accurate in the statement,
nor had he any ground for making the
statement. In fact, the statement was
deliberately inaccurate, and had been
made without any knowledge whatever.

Mn. LEAXE: What was the state-
mnent?

THEz PREMIER: The hon. member
had said the Government did not propose
to proceed with a certain work this
session.

MR. LEALKE said he had written to the
effect that he believed the Government
did not so propose.

THE PREMIER: The written state-
ment was that the hon. member had heard
or bad good grounds, or something of
that sort. He (the Premier) could not
remember the exact words, but knew that
the bon. member had no right whatever
to send such a letter, and his doing so
was not a courteous act, nor an act which
a member of Parliament occupying the
position of the hion. member should com-
mit. In fact, it was an improper
act.

MR. LEAKE: There was no discour-
tesy, but merely criticism.

THEm PREMIER:- It was not criticism.
The statement made had not been based.
on knowledge, and was a mi Lsrepresenta-
tion designed to injure him (the Premier)
and. the Government. It was not obvious
why sluch controversies as this should
take place, and the course the hon.
member had been pursuing lately seemed
to be designed to irritate and annoy the
Government, and to make public life
unbearable.. One did not wish to be in
controversy with the lion, member, for
we had been friends all our lives. He
hoped he had always respected the hon.
imember, personally and publicly; but
the course the hion. member was lately
pursuing apparently' showed an intention
to divide them, not only as politicians,
but even as personal friends. What had
he (the Premier) done that the lion.
member should pursue this courseP The
tactics lately pursued by the hon. member
really seemed to have a personal signi-
ficance, and to evince a personal hatred
to himself (the 'Premier) and towards
Government, supporters. The lion. mem-
ber might rest assured that he (the Pre-
mier) had never misrepresented the hon.
member, or done anything to injure him
except in a political sense. Sometimes he
did disparage the Opposition, who in turn
disparaged the Government; and none
could object to that, so long as it was
done in a reasonable way. All could
understand that it was, not the duty of
the Opposition to sing the praises of the
Government, nor vice versa. The Oppo-
sition had one set of views and the Gov-
eminment another; therefore hon. members
sometimes said hard things of one another
which would have been better left unsaid;
but that was no reason why such feelings
should be pushed to the verge of ma-lig-
nity. There was growing up in the
House a state of affairs. altogether due to
the hon member's Personal animosity
to-wards him (the Premier), which really
made one sick and tired of political life.
He (the Premier) wished to pursue his
political career in harmony with those
about him. The course pursued this
session by the hion. member was mnex-
plicable in its exhibition of personal
animosity, not only in the House, but he
might almost say outside of it. He (the
Premier) regretted this very much, and
would do anything in his power to restore
a better feeling in the House. Let public

qupply Bill: [12 OCTOBER, 1899.]
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business be properly carried on; let hara
things be saidt when necessary, but let
them not be said maliciously or in a spirit
of personal animosity:- then hon. members
could do their duty to the country, and
could carry on public business with
satisfaction to themselves.

Ma. TLLI2NGWOitTH:. Did the Premier
estimate that the supply granted by the
Bill would be sufficient for the period
mentioned ?

THZ PREMIER: That was not certain;
but what could the Government do? If
they asked for too much, the Opposition
would not be pleased.

Ai. T3EAKE assured the Committee
and the Premier that he was not actuated
by any malignant or personal feeling.
He was at peace, and hoped to continue
at peace, with every hon. membevr; but
he was surely at liberty to criticise the
public acts of the Government. In reply
to an invitation to examine the proposed
Goonalling railway route, he had written
to a Mr. Morrell that it would be impos-
sible for him to attend on the date
mentioned, as Parliament would be sitting,
and that moreover he did not see that
any good end could be served, as be per-
ceived no chance of the question being
considered during this Parliament, and
that he believed the Government had no
intention of asking the House to consent
to the construction of the Goonialling
line. Such was the letter he had -written.
He still believed that the Government
had no intention of passing the Goomal-
ling line in the House this session. True,
in the Governor's Speech there was a
railway policy, and the Leonora. and
Norseman railways had been mentioned
as being about to be built. The Premier
had said there was about I1j millions of
loan authorisation not yet raised; and
the Opposition had a right, in the absence
of a definite statement from the Govern-
mient, to assume that the proposed
railways. would cost another million.
Was iA not his duty to ask the leader of
the Government how he proposed to raise
the mioney, and whene In view of the
right hon. gentleman's pronouncemnents of
last year and the year before, that he did
not propose to go into the loan miarket
again until the existing authorisations
had been expended, surely hie (Afr. Leake)
was entitled to know from him what his
initentions were in regard to the raising

of this money. Nothing was said in the
Budget, and this was what he complained
of, about the Treasury bills, or how the
Premier proposed to redeem them when
they fell due, which he thought was
stated to be at the end of September.

MR. ILLINGOERTH: Thirtieth Sep-
tember, £300,000.

THE PREmiER: They were the Savings
Bank bills.

MR. LEAKE:- We were entitled to
know whether the bills had been re-
deemed.

THE PREMIER:- They were renewed last
week, from the same source.

MR, LEAXE: Then we ought to have
known it at the time of the Budget
statement. That bit of information was
one good resulting from this desultory
conversation this afternoon. We ought
not to be asked to pass Bills of this kind
until -we had full information with regard
to the financial position of the colony.
We did not possess that until we were
told how and when it was proposed to
raise the balance of the present authoris-
ations on loans, or how and when it was
proposed to raise the loans for the pro-
posed new works. He was of opinion
that when the right hon. gentleman
became calmer he would not think there
was anything spiteful or malignant in
what he (Mr. teake) had said. In
case there should be such a thing,
lie unhesitatingly withdrew, and said
nothing was further from his thoughts.
He wanted information which he thought
was for the benefit of the coumtry at
large. He did not consider it consonant
with the right hon. gentleman's position
to say he (Mr. Leake) was forcing his hand.
Nearly four months had elapsed since the
right hon. gentleman bad announced his
intention to build new railways. He
(Mr. Leake) was not going to block the
passage of this Bill; he did not want to
hamper administration with regard to the
payment of salaries or anything else;
and while not speaking for anyone who
sat on this (Opposition) side, yet as far
as he could he would insist on the fullest
information upon these points being
given beore the Estimates were passed..

Clause put and passed.
Clause 2-agreed to.
Preamble and tidle- agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

report adopted.

[ASSEMBLY.3 in Commiilee.
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ROADS AND STREETS CLOSURE BILL.I
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT'
Amendment made by the Legislative

Council considered.

IN COMMITTEE.
Schedule.- After "North Freman tie," add

the following;-In Gingin-AII that portion
of a public street, one chain wide, situate
south of Robinson Street, an~d being bounded
on the west by Gingin Suburban Lot 14, and
on the east by Suburban Lots 12 and 13.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS moved that the amendment beI
agreed to.

Put and passed.
Resolution reported, report adopted,

and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

PERMANENT RESERVES BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Schedule of five amendments made by
the Legislative Council considered.

IN COMMITTEE.
Amendment No. 1-Clause 2, strike out the

whole.
Tan PREMIER moved that the

amendment be agreed to.
Put and passed.
No. 2-Add the following, to stand ais

Clause 2:
2. Notwithstanding anything contained in

the Land Act, 1898, or any ot-her Act dealing
with lads of the Crown, it is hereby provided-

Clstloisof eel-lat EcRen..

-. Whenever the Governor has reserved, or
may hereafter reserve to Her Majesty,
any lands of the Crown for the purpose
of parks, squares, or otherwise for the
embellishment of towns, or for the re-
creation or amusement of the inhabi-
tAnts, or for cemeteries, or for any other
public purpose, the Governor may, by
the notice of reservation published in
the Governizent Gazette, or by any subse-
quent notice so published, and subject
to such conditions as may be expressed
therein, classify such lands As of Class
A, and if so classified, such land shall
for ever remain dedicated to the purpose
declared in such notice, until by an Act
in which such lands respectively are
specified it is otherwise provided.

2. Whenever the Governor has reserved or
may hereafter reserve to Her Majesty
any lands of the Crown, and such lands
are not classified as Class A, he may, at
any time he may think fit, classify such
lands s of Class B, and on notifying such
classification in the Government Gazette,
such lands shall remain reserved from

alienation or from being otherwise dealt
with, unless, and until the Governor
shall cancel such reservation by notice
in the Government Gazette ;but in such
case the Minister of Lands shall pre-
sent a special report to both Honses of
Parliament, setting forth the reasons
for such cancellation and the purposes
to which it is intended to devote the
said ]=ids, and such report shall be made
to both Houses of Parliament within
14 days from the cancellation thereof
if Parliament be then in session, and if
not, then within 14 days after the cown
mencernent of the next session.

3. All other reserves made under the pro-
visions of Part 111. of the Land Act,
1898, shall be classified as of Class C.

THE PREMIER moved that the
auiendmnent be agreed to. The reason
'for the amendment was that it was
thought the clause in the Bill as it left
the Assembly was of perhaps too sweep-
ing a character in a coiony like this,
where many reserves were wade almost
temporarily in the first instance. After
consultation, he came to the conclusion
that the clause as amended would better
meet the case. Class A had ]reference to
reserves of a periiinent character used as

paks and squares, and so on, and from
thae time such reserves wer-e gazetted they
could not be interfered with except by
Act of Parliament.

MA. GEORGE: What about the re-
serve at Subiacoi?

THE PREMIER: That reserve was
vested in the municipal council, having
been granted in fee simple, he thought.
The council could not sell it. Reserves
in Class B ware to remain reserved from
alienation or from being otherwise dealt
with, unless and until the Governor
caincelled such reservation by notice in
the Government Gazette; but in such case
the Minister of Lands would present a
special report to both Houses of Parlia-
ment, Setting forth the reasons for such
cancellation and the pu-poses to which it
was intended to devote the land. Class
C would consist of all other reserves
under the ordinary reservations in the
land regulations. He thought that
would meet thre case. The principal
object of the Government was to secure
for ever, for the use of the people, afl re-
serves set aside for .watering-plaees, parks,

sqars in towns and suburbs. As he
had taen a great interest in the matter,
ad the Bill was the outcome of his own
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action, he could assure hon. members he
would take great care the intention of the

Bilwas carried out immediately it became
law.

Question put and passed.
No. S-Page 2, Clause 3, strike out the

whole.
TH E PRlEMIER moved that the amend-

ment be agreed to.
Put and passed.
No. 4-Add the following, to stand as

Clause 3:
Nothing in this Act shall prevent the survey

and declaration by the Governor of any neces-
sary roads and streets through or over any
such reserve; or in the ease of any such re-
serve being made before the land is surveyed,
shall prevent the anmendenutof the boundaries
and area. in such manner as may be found
necessary on survey, but so that the total
area shall not be reduced by more than one-
twentieth part thereof.

Tax PREMIER moved, as an amend-
ment, that in line 2 the word " such " be
struck out, and that the words " classified
as Class B or Class 0 " be inserted after
1reserve." While it was quite right

that the Governor-in-Council should have
power to declare all necessary roads
and streets through reserves, he ought
not to have the samne power in regard to
reserves classified A in the Bill. In the case
of Perth Park, for instance, it would not
be right or advisable to give this power.
He therefore proposed to exempt parks,
squar-es, and similar reserves classified as
A, and to confine the clause to reserves
classified as B and C.

HoN. W. H. VENN& Would that pre-
vent the Government resuming land for
railway purposes ?

Tin PREMIER: No. That power
was governed by special Act. If this
clause were passed as drawn, the Govern-
ment or a Minister, if urged by a roads
board for instance, could make roads
through a, park set apart for the recrea-
tion of the people, and that would be
most undesirable.

Amendment put and passed.
IMR. GEORGE moved that in line

2, after "Class C," the words "bitt only
after the matter has been submitted to
the Houses of Legislature and their con-
currence has been obtained" l)e inserted.
Pai-liament ought to be jealous of any
encroachment on reserves set apart not
merely for the present, but for future
generattions. In the old country he had

seen commons land filched away under
the rights of a, lord of the manor or the
decision of a municipal corporation, and
he hnew that in one large town such land
had to be repurchased for public use, tt
a big price. On the Esplanade in Perth,
for instance, encroachment had been per-
mitted in the shape of a bowling green.

-Bowling, no doubt, was a desirable recre-
ation, and though that enclosure added
to the beauty of the reserve, yet the
ground had been practically taken from
public use. Some little time ago there
was a proposition, which he thought was
being carried out, to set apart a portion
of the Perth Park as tennis courts,
for the use of one class of people;
and, while he did not wish to speak dis-
respectfully of people connected with the.
Bowling Club or the Tennis Club, he
gave these instances to show the danger-
of reserves being diverted from their
original purpose. Even in the matter
of roads, proper safeguards should be
provided to prevent these being made a
means of encroachment on reserves.'?

THE PREMIER: The desire Th. pre-
serve these public grounds for eves-, for
the purpose for which they were set apart,
could be quite appreciated ;$ but there
were nmany kinds of reserve, and there was
no law whatever to prevent the Governor-
in-Council changing the purpose of a
reserve, or even selling it.
-. MR. ILLINGWORTH: What title had
the Tennis Club P
*Tan PREMIER: The Tennis Club

were only teniants-at-will.
MR. TLLINGWORTH: But the Tennis

Club could exclude the public from the
ground.

THE PREMIER said he did not think
the club could do that, although they
were putting a much higher fence round
the ground than originally intended.

Mn. ITLNOWORTH: Thiat fence was
intended to exclude the public.

THn PREMIER: It was not to be
apprehended that this was the object.

MR. GORGEo: But that was what it
was practically coming to.

THE PREMIER: It was not likely
the public would want to go into that
small fenced-off portion.

MR. GEORGE: That was not the
question. This was taking away part of
the inheritance of the people.

[ASSEMBLY.] in Committee.
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IMx. VosPEx: Part of the rights of
the people.

THE PREMIER: The Bill was a step
in the right direction, and in f uture public
reserves would be classified as A, B, or
0, as already explained. The only diffi-
culty was as to the parks and reserves
already in existence, which would have to
be scrutinised and classified, and hon.
members knew that on land classified as
B and. C it was not proposed to place any
restrictions, further than that a report
must be made to the House in regard to
them every year, and that would be a
cheek to some extent. Class A could not
be touched at all except by Act of Par-'
liamLient; hunt b/ regard to other reserves,
'if the 'Governor-in-Council were given
power to cancel a reserve altogether, he
might fairly be trusted with the form-
ation of roads. There were many hun-
dreds of reserves in the colony that would
be classified B, through which a. road
might be desirable, and it would bie bur-
densome to have to come to the House
for an Act of Parliament on every occa-
sion of the sort. It would be better not
to press the amendment, because a good
beginning had been made in regard to the
control of reserves, and as time went on,
if the Bill did not meet all1 requiremfents,
thle provisions might be extended.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
H. B. Lefroy): Under the Goldfields
Act all lands dedicated to public pur-
poses wvere exempt from leases. or claims.
There were many large reserves on the
goldffields of a temporary chiaracter, re-
serves for health purposes and for parks:
these would come uinder this Bill. He
understood the member for the Murray
desired that none of these lands should
be alienated -without the House being
first consulted. 'Under the Goldfields
Act machinery was provided for acquir-
ing this land for gold-Imining purposes,
therefore all land on the goldfields of this
character should be placed under Class B.
It would be very inconvenient for such
land to be locked up from gold-mining.
In many instances the use of this landl
would not affect the public, because only
underground work would be going on.

MR. VOSPER: It would be well if
the member for the Ashburton (Hon. S.
Burt) gave the Committee his view in
regard to the encroachment on lands in
parks. Take the case of the bowling

green on the Esplanlade. No one be-
grudged people having a bowling green,
and those who used this land had beauti-
fied and improved it; hut the very fact
of beautifying tbe land, putting a fence
round it, and erecting a large building on
the ground, seemed to him to be an
objection, because if these people were
ordered t6d'leave, they mnight demand comn-
pensation from the Government.

THE PREMwIER: It was the municipal
council, not the Government, who granted
leave. ;.y

Mit. VOSPER: UI the persons who
had made the bowling green were allowed
to remain for years and pay no rent, after
being in possession for so many years
there might be some difficulty in ejecting
them. A claim might be set up to the
ground, and there would be a4 danger of
the encroachment becoming permanent.

410K. S. BURT:- The member for
North-East Coolgardie was quite right
in his judgment, as there was an element
of danger in what one might call the
secret appropriations of open park lands.

-'Personally, , he very much objected to
these secret appropriations, and he had
always done everything in his power to
discourage the municipal council allowing
jwivatecl~ubs of any description having any
specified portion of recreation grounds.
The bowling green was a case in point.
If those usimg it did tnt paty for the
ground, in course of time the question of
tidle might undoubtedly arise, and it was
quite open to those who had made this
'bowling green to say in the future that
they had been in possession for a certain
nlumber of years and acquired a tidle.
That being so, unless the municipal
council had taken precautions to see that
these people paid some rent, trouble might
atrise. T, No doubt the bowling green
looked very nice; it was well kept and
rather an ornament; but there was no
reason wily the City Ooutnil should not
give to himself, for instance, a tennis
ground alongside, give to another nian a
football ground, and no doubt there were
many clubs that would try to get a piece
of laud for a cricket ground. When he
was in the City Council, he set his face
against any portions of the reserve being
used for cricket matches; but since that
time portions of the ground had been
fenced off and belonged to certain dlubs.
If persons walked into the kiosk belong-
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ing to the bowling green and asked for a
cup of tea, what would be the positionP

MR. GEORGE: The public could not do
that.

HON. S. BURT: It would not be nice
for the public to intrude, but if such a
thing happened, we would soon see
whether the ground belonged to these
clubs. There was a piece of ground in
the Park which had been alienated for
tennis purposes, and if a piece of Laud
was granted to a tennis club, why not
grant land to other persons for other
purposes? He maintained that if people
wanted a tennis court, they should get it
somewhere else; for they bad no right to
go on land belonging to the people and
establish a tennis court theme.

MR. ILLING WORTH: The Govern-
meat should be impressed with the abso-
lute necessity of taking steps to protect
the piece of ground in the public park.

Mn. GEORGE: In the Perth Park ?
TnE PREmIER:. There was nothing yet.

The Park had only been commenced,
-MR. ILL INGWOR.TH: People should

not have the right of enclosing land
which would prevent the public from
entering. If clubs expended a certain
amount of money in improving a piece of
land, only persons belonging to the club
which had contributed would hive the
right of entry.

THE PRE3MR: That was not so.
MR. ILLIBGWORTIT : What title

had the clb to this land ? The Perth
City Council should protect the rights of
the public. On the Melbourne racecourse
there were certain parts of the ground
which the club could enclose, charging an
entrance fee, and theme were other parts
which the public could go to without
paving an ebitrance fee. Such encroach-
ments went on day after da- Sup-
-posing the Tennis Club he bad -referred
to, in addition to making the necessary
improvements, put up a large pavilion
costing some hundr-eds of pounds, there
would be a, delicacy on the part of
Parliament in depriving themi of it
and by and by this club would establish'
its right by occupancy and claim a title to
the land. Afterwards, the club might
call a general meeting of members, and
decide to build a terrace of houses on the
land; and so the thing would go on!
It was a good time to start at the begin-
ning, and he desired the Government to

take the necessary steps. He was sure
they would, now it had been pointed out
to them, endeavour to protect the rights
of the public in the reserves, so that no
precedent should be established. All he
asked was that the Go-vernment should
take steps to preserve the rights of the
public to this particular piece of ground,
so that a precedent would be established
in dealing with other applications for

i pieces of ground. By and by cricket
clubs Would want to lo cate themselves in
this pa-rk, and there might be very good

raons why they should be permitted to
locate themselves in such places, but the
Government should take care to protect
the rights of the public not only as to the
tee simple, but in regard to the right of
entrance.'- Cases had been tested over
and over again, and theme were instances
in which cricket clubs had enclosed pieces
of land by fences 20 or 30 feet high, to
prevent people looking over and watching
the game. If we began right and went
on in the right way, then we should end
right.

MR. SOLOMON: Under the Fre-
mantle Municipal Act, the council miight
lease for three years any portion of the
Fremantle Park, with the consent of the
Governor-in-Council. Portion of the
Fremnantle Park had been leased for the
purpose of a bowling green, on condition
that the persons spent so much money on

Ithe land, which was only let for three
years.

THE P.REMIER: But at Fremautle the
council had the fee simple of the land.

Mn. SOLOMON : Yes.
THE PaniE -.n Then this Bill would

not apply to that case.
'Mn.. GEORGE:- The bowling greven in

Perth was granted by the City Council,
and it was promised that it would always
be open for people to go through, that
the public would be invited to go in, and
that the gates would not be locked. a(gain st
the public. He (Mr. George) was in the
City Council at the timre, and asked that
instead of the usual wicket gate being
erected, a swing gate should be placed
there; but that was not done. A short
time after the place was enclosed, he
noticed that the gates were fastened by a
chain and a padlock, and he (31r.
George) made a statement in the council
that the bowling green people had locked
the gates, but he was told the gates were
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not locked, that the key had not been
turned in the lock. Hle only mentioned
this to show that in a short time lpersons
got so many friends in the council or in
the Government that they obtained what
was not intended in the first instance.
These encroachments should be safe-
guarded in every way possibler Hamn
gained his point, he asked ieavr to with-
draw his amendmnent.

Amendment (Mr. George's), by leave,
withdrawal.

At 6-30, the OnnnsnA left the Chair.

At 7-30, Chair resumed.

MRt. VOSPER: Somle time ago the
Bowling Club using a portion of the
Perth Esplanade bad a pplied for a club
license to sell liquor, thus indicatig a
desire to establish a proprietary right to'
the bind.

MR. A. FORREST: The club hlad no
such light.

MR. VOSPER: No; but it had been
suggested that they, might become
possessed of such a; right, and that
contention was upheld by the member
for the Aslhurton (Hon. S. Burt). What
right had the public iii regard t& the
Observatory grounds, on which a notice
had recently "been posted excluding the
public?

THE PREMIER: The public had no
rights there.

MR. ILLINOWORTE: It was a public
reserve.

THE PREMIER: A reserve only for an
Observatory.

MR. ILLINGWORTM: Not originally.
THE PREMIER: No; but since.t I
MR. VOSPEE said _Tte understood

people living in the neighbourhood were
anxious to cross the reserve, when going
from their houses to [rooking street.

THE PREMIER: The distance would
not thereby be shortened.

TaE ConuissioxNE OF RAILWAYS:
The reserve was closed, and the public
ought not to wall, there. It was like a
railway reserve, and with such reserves
his department had more trouble than
with anything else.

Ms. VOSFER: Had the public any
right of access?

THE PREMIER: Surely access was not
necessary.

MR. VOSPER: The tramway' com-
panly would soon 1-un a line through
Birooking Street, and then those living
behind the reserve would find it con-
venient to cross that ground to reach the
trams.

Tus PREMIER: No time would thus be
Saved.

MR. VOSPEE: The discussion should
cause the Government and the Perth
Municipality to exercise all possible vigil-
ante in the future for conserving to the
people unlimited. right of access to public
property.

Council's amendment, as amended, put
,and passed.

Amendment No. 5 -- agreed to.
Resolutions reported, report adopted.

.and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

WIES, BEER. AXND SPIRIT SALE
AME1ND)MENT BILL.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMEN~T.

The Assembly having amended the
Bill, and the Council disagreeing to one
amendment, the Council's reason for such
dissent was now considered,

Amendment No. 6-Add the following
new clause, to Stand ais Clause 3:

See South Australian Act, 43 and 44f Viet.,
No. 191.-The delivery to any person of any
liquor by a licensed or unlicensed person, or
by the owner or occupier of any licensed or
unlicensed house or place, or by his or her
servant or other person in any licensed or
unlicensed house or place, shall be deemed to
be sufficient prima facto evidence of money or
other consideration having been given or
exchanaged for such liquor so as to support a
conviction, unless Satisfactory proof to the
contrary be given.
Reason for disagreeing :-" The proposed
new Clause is ahready enacted by Section
78 of the principal Act."

MR. ILLINGWORTH: The honl.
member in another place at whose in-
stance this new clause had been referred
back to the Assembly had been under the
impression that Section 78 of the pr-inci-
pal Act covered all requirements; but he
(Mr. Illingworth) ]had spoken to that
hon, member and to the Attorney General
and other legal members, and ha~d ascer-
tained that Section 78 did not cover sly
grog-shops-places where proof of de-
livery was important, and in respect of
which there should be every facility for
proving the matters originally covered by
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the section. There would be no difficulty
in retaining the new clause, and the
Council's reason for disagreeing was not
acceptable. He therefore moved thatthie
Assembly's amiendment be insisted on.

MR. LOCKE: The Committee would
not, be hoped, enforce the amendment,
which would harass the publicaus. The
Bill as it stood would answer all the
purposes necessary.

AIR. ILLflWGWORTH: The Bill would
not harass the publicans, but oily the
sly grog-sellers.

MR. LOCK E: It included licensed and
unlicen sed.

MR. LEARE: The present law had
reference to licensed houses.

MR. LOCKE: The publicans in his
part of the country had as .muchi as they
could do to keep within the bounds of the
law at present. He had his name taken
the other day, and was threatened to be
"1runin." It appeared this law had been
copied from a South Australian Act, but
we knew South Australian people werepar-
ticularly abstemious. He believed the
law now proposed was not in operation
anywhere else.

MR. ILLINGWORTHF: It Was.
MR. LOCKE: The other House con-

sidered the clause unnecessary and un-
called for.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: The IMason1
given by the Legislative Council for dis-
a"ren to the clause was that Section
78 of the existing Act already met the
ob~ject of the clause; but that section
only reached licensed victuallers. It was
necessary to recast the clause, and the
Attorney General, whom he had con-
sulted, agreed with him on that point.

MR. LOCKE: Under this nrnl it would
be impossible, in his opinion, to keep a
ho tel at all.

MR. VOSPER: Apparently the new
clause did not impose any extra obliga-
tion upon licensees. It might be a re-
dundancy, but no more than that.

MR. LOCKE: Why not strike out the
words "licensed or"? He did not mind
that part of the clause relating to un-
licensed persons.

MR. LEAXP: The proper way would be
to repeal Clause 78 of the existing Act.

Tas PREM EE: It appeared tie Legis-
lative Council had dealt with the matter
under the impression that what was pro-
posed was already provided for. Doubt-

less they had dlone that in error. Section
78 of thie old Act might bie taken to refer
to licensed persons, although it did not
say so. He thought the easiest war
would be to make the clause applicable
to unlicensed persons. We did not -want
to lose the clause, which was very import-
ant in catching sly grog-sellers.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: Section 78,
as at present worded, always failed, he
understood; and the police could not
get the convictions they desired, the
wording not being sufficiently clear.

MR. LEAXE: If it could be done,
the easiest way out of the difficulty would
be to repeal Section 78; or the striking
out of the words " licensed or" in the
first, second, and third lines of the clause;
would put the clause in order.

MR. ROBSON: If the words " licensed
or "were struck out, the matter would be
left very open as to what were and what
were not unlicensed houses. If a person
asked another to have a drink in his
house, no money being passed, it would
bec a question whether he could not he
brought up before a magistrate for keep-
ing an unlicensed house.

THE PREMiaER: It could soon be ascer-
tained whether the house was unlicensed
or not.

MR. ROBSON: The house of every
ordinary individual was an unlicensed
house, and wye were going- to deal with
unlicensed houses.

MR. LEAXE: What the hon. member
said wvas correct; but the dificultv was
met by the fact that the delivey of
liquor was only prima facto evidence of
sale. If the bon. member had something
at his house, and hie (Mr. Leake) were
charged with selling the stuff, the delivery
would be prima facie evidence; but he
could easily meet the charge by making a
statement and getting the hon. member
to support it, that the liquor was given
and not sold.

MR. Vospxn: In the same way, the
sly grog-seller might escape.

THE PREMIER: We must either insist
upon the amendment or not. He did not
think the clause would do any harm.

Mli. LEAKE: If there was any doubt
about it, we hail better pass the clause ais
it stood. The time had arrived for a
consolidation of the Wines, Beer, and
Spirit Sale Acts.

Council's Amendments.
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Ma. LocKE - It would be within the
power of the Committee to strike out the
words " licensed or."

THE PEmmIER: The Committee could
Dot alter that now. We must either take
the clause or leave it.

bMn. TiRAKE: Then the Conmmittee
should not insist on the clause.

Question-that the Assembly's amend-
ment be insisted on-put and passed,

Resolution reported, report adopted,
and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

MOTION - DRAPFT COMMONWEALTH
BILL, JOINT COMMIITTEE'S RIECOM-
MENDATIONS.

THIRD DAY OF DEBATE.

Debate resumed on motion by the
Premier (5th October), for referring to
electors the Bill as. amended at the Con-
ference of Premiers, and the Bill as
amended in the Joint Committee's report.

Mat GEORGE (Murray): The subject
of the debate is about the most important
which this Parliament is likely to have to
consider, inasmuch as it really is a. ques-
tion of the ushering in of a new life for
Australasia, whether the people of this
colony join the federation or whether they
do not. If we join federation with the
whole of the colonies, we certainly enter
into a new life Of Union, which may or
mnay not be good for us; and if we do not
enter federation, we shall be separated
from. the Eastern, colonists, which in
birth and language are our brethre-n.
The Member for North-East Coolgardie
(Mr. Vosper) the other evening gave a
most exhaustive review of the Common-
-wealth Bill, and imparted to the ques-
tion. an aspect altogether different from
that to which hon. members had been
accustomed. I do not propose to follow
in the footsteps of that hon. member, for
the simple reason that I do not think I
possess the ability; -and I can simply
bring to bear on the question such
arguments as life and -experience
suggest to me as fitting to lay before
hon. members. A Joint Select Com-
mittee of Parliament was appointed
to inquire into the Commonwealth Bill,
and, after calling and examining such
witnesses as might be thought able to
throw a light on the question in a fair
and impartial man-ner, to draw up
a report for presentation to Parliament.

All that the Committee were appointed
to do has been done. The election of the
members of that Committee has not been
questioned, because it was by ballot, con-
ducted on what cannot be considered
other than fair lines. It may be an
accident that there were not an equal
number of what I may call federalists
and anti-federalists elected, and it is
unfortunate that out of the fourteen
members there were only three of pro-
nounced federal views, the other eleven
being gentlemen who were either in
favour of federation on what they called
a fair basis, and possibly one or two who
were arainst federation at. any price.
However that may be, I wish to point
out that the duty of mnembers who are
appointed to a committee on such an
important matter is to sinki, as far as
possible, their own individual opinions;
and it is -unfair for any, member of the
Committee to bring the charge against
the majority, that it was really a farce to
hold an inquiry, inasmuch as the con-
elusion was arrived. at before the Com-
mittee met. We ]know perfectly well
there were three of the Connitee at
least who acted as if they looked on the
proceeding as nothing b ut a farce; and
I ask those. gentlemen, with all duo
respect, whether they think that atti-
bide was fair to either the country of
their birth or the cotuntry of their adop-
dion, and especially would I ask them
whether it was fair or respectful to the
members wvio elected them to the Coin-
mittee. Whatever our v iews for or against
the Bill might he, it was our distinct and
clear duty to mwake the inquiry in a fair
and equitable manner, and after evidence
had been taken, to argue the matter in
whatever way we chose. But what was
the attitude of those three gentlemen .,

The attitude of the leader of the Opposi-
tion from the start showed he regarded it
as a wearying of the flesh to be present ait
the sittings of the Committee; and so far
was that feeling carried, that remarks
were made about the number of witnesses
who were absolutely opposed to federation.
But it is entirely contrary to fact that
there was no opportunity given for call-
ig witnesses who were as much pro-
nounced federalists as others were alleged
to be anti-federalists. I trust that in this
matter we shall endeavour not to 'hare re -
gard to mere party triumph, but will do our
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plain duty, irrespective altogether of what
votes there are on this side or the other
side of the House. The Joint Select Com-
mittee called a number of witnesses, and
from the Haniard records of theevidence,
hon. members may form their own con-
clusions as to whether the examinations
were fair or unfair. Though some of
the witnesses were, perhaps, in some
directions a little more biased than
may have been desired, there was,
taking the whole of the evidence and
putting bias on one side, a concensus of
opinion that the prosperity of Western
Australia is grievously imperilled. If
those members of the Committee who
were asked to produce witnesses favour-
able to federation on the lines of the
Federal Bill, had been sincere and were
looking at the matter from the high
standpoint they wish us to believe, namely
that of binding together the different
States of Australasia, why did they not
bring fo-ward those witnesses in order
to convince the Committee? I take it
the great bulk of the members of the
Committee desired to ascertain the whole
truth and nothing but the truth, and
were quite a" willing to accept evidence
from those in favour of federation as
from those who were opposed to the
union, because that is the proper state
of mind in which a Committee should
approach so important a trust as that of
examining the Commonwealth Bill. Hav-
ing examined witnesses, the Committee
made certain recommendations. We have
been told by the leader of the Opposition
as to how that report was drawn up; but
with that matter, although I differ fromi
the leader of the Opposition in his con-
clusions, I do not propose to deal. I
propose, however, to deal as briefly as I
can with the recommendations made by
the Committee, and to rge that these
recommendations are not only reasonable,
bitt equitable. They are reasonable be-
cause we in Western Australia, with our
immense area but comparatively' small
population, have a right before we enter a
pai-tinership to have somethin 'g to say as to
the terms of the union. It has been said byv
hon. mnembers that this should have been
done when our delegates were sent to the
Conventions. Probably that is correct.
With much that has 'been said on that
point I entirely agre, but it is never too
late, and never should be too late in the

history of a nation, to pause before taking
what may be a fatal and false step. One
of the important recommendations made
by the Committee has reference to the
means which should be taken for the
election of senators to the Federal Parlia-
ment. For reasons which have been
pointed out byv the Pr emier, it is necessary
in a State like this, if we are to have fair
representation, that our senators, to be of
any service whatever, must represent as
many interests as possible. It would not
be fairto agreat portion of thiecolony if, by
means of the ticket system, it were possible
to send representatives of one interest
only, while the representatives of other
interests were entirely shut out. We have
to consider that what the Committee
recommend should be conceded to Wes-
tern Australia, has been conceded to
Queensland; and if to Queensland, why not
to this colony? What is therein Queens-
land which deserves recognition more
than in the land in which we live? If the
concession be rightandjustforQueensland,
it cannot be wrong for Western Australia,
and it cannot be un-easonable or regarded
as threatening the federal spirit, because
wye are simply asking to be allowed to
provide that machinery which will give
the best representation of the interests of
this colony. Is there anything in the
recommendation calculated to "cut the
silver cord" of friendship as between
colony and colony, or which would tend
mnany way to intensify the danger of civil
war? Not at all. IT is almost the same
sort of thing as a, man claiming to wear
a black coat or a white coat, as he thinks
fit, provided he pays for it. Those who
tell us that this recommendation will
cause us to be cast outside the holy pale
of federation, can have but few argu-
ments if they have any faith in so broken
a reed. Again, we ask the Federal
Parliament to reserve the right to con-
struct a transcontinental railway. We
have been told ad nausea in dluring the
last three or four years that one of the
principal reasons for federation is that it
will result in more effective defence and
intercommunication between the colonies.
It has been urged that it is impossible
that defence can be perfected until we have
some means of rapid and safe transit for
military forces from one side of the
continent to the other. It is true that
we have a fleet to bring soldiers to
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Western Australia from the Eastern
colonies; but we must remember that while
war- of itself might be a very delightful
pastime to those engaged in it, the most
important consideration, so far as this or
any Australian State is concerned, is that
the forces must be conveyed to the point
where they have to do their fighting,
without having to do any intermediate
fighting on the passage. If soldiers are
transported from one part of the colonies
to the other by sea, they may be cut off
from their base of operations by an
enemy's fleet, whereas if we had a trans-
continental railway we could transport
army after army in safety to any point
where they were required. It seems to
me that to ask the Federal Parliament to
reserve the right to authorise the con-
struction of a transcontinentil railwayv is
not unreasonable or unjust, but is, on the
other band, a request equitable not only
to this but to the other colonies. What
are the motives which aictuate opposition
to a transcontinental railway? Are they
fraternal or federal reasonsI No; they
are nothing of the kind. Any reasons
which South Australia may have for
opposing the construction of this railway
are not fraternal but selfish reasons, which
have been explained in this House and
on the platform. We have been told, as
a threat, that unless we agree to the Bill
and enter federation, South Australia will
construct a railway to Port Darwin. So
far as the interests of that colony al-e con-
cerned, a railway to Port Darwin is per-
haps more important than a, railway from
Fremantle; because once we have a trans-
continental railway running from Fre-
mantle right across the continent, Western
Australia will have the leading port of
the Commonwealth. If South Australia
is not prepared to accept this amendment
- and we have been told by the leader of
the Opposition that South Australia is not
prepared-and if we must trust to its
generosity, surely there can be nothing
unjust or unreasonable in asking that
colony to give a pledge which can cost her
nothing, and Which, if she really means to
have a railway, she might just as well
give, and fight the question out hereafter.
What is there in this colony retaining our
customs duties which is inequitable to the
other colonies ? Is there anything in-
equitable in retaining our tariff for,
say, five years without alteration ? We

know perfectly well that this colony
has afforded a market to Victoria and
South Australia, and in ai lesser degree
to New South Wales, for a number
of years. Not having manufacturing in-
dustries ourselves, the other colonies have
had the benefit of the requirements of this
colony. We did not grudge them our
market, seeing they have been able to pro-
duce what we require; but we say, al-
though these other colonies have been
able to supply this colony with manufac-
tores during the past few 'years, there is
no bar to their supplying us for the next
few years, except that in this colony there
will be a growth of mallufactories, and we
shall be endeavoiring to utanufacture for
ourselves. We cannot be accused of
being individually selfish if we wish to
create within our own shores those sources
of production in the articles we need.
The other colonies know perfectly well
that we are scarcely likely to manufacture
many things which they can manufacture.
We know very well the other colonies
hardly need a, tariff. The removal of the
duties will make very little difference to
New South Wales, for that colony has
practically no tariff at the present time;
and as far as Victoria is concerned, that
colony has already built up her manufac-
tines by means of bonuses and a protec-
tive system for years, so that she can not
only supply har own needs, but can ex-
port to the other colonies. Where is there
any generosity on the part of those colonies
in giving away a tariff they no longer need?
They have kept on a high tariff for the
time they have needed it, and by that
means the other colonies have been raised
fromt the position in which we are to-day
into the position we intend to occupy
when we have bad fair play. We are
asking for a tariff that will not disorgan-
ise trade, but which will Protect our
industries for a space of, say, five years,
until we get ourselves more forward than
we are to-day. If we were asking to
keep our tariff for an unlimited period,
if we were asking to increase our tariff
from what it is at the present time, then
the other colonies might fairly say, " These
people are unreasonable; they are not
fair; they desire absolutely to shut us
out." But we are only asking for a fair
thing, and if the other colonies cannot
see that, and will not admit us on these
terms, then I can only say I am sorry to
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feel this " blow " about brotherly feeling
is all gas, and there is no solidity in it.
I would point out again, if the other
colonies concede the right to have a tariff
for five years, it does not follow that tie
duties will remain on for five years. it
(loes not take away from this Parliament
or any subsequent Parliament the right
to revise these duties ; it does not take
away from us the Tight to reduce them
or to abolish them. I think the lion.
member for East Perth (Mr. Jamecs),
speaking throughout the colony, said in
one speech that if we did not enter into
federation lie would become a. free-trader,
and that the clamour of the people would
demand that. the whole of the duties
should be swept away. What is to pre-
vent the people demanding that the whole
of the duties should be swept away?~ To

mymnd it seems clear that the freedom of
acinso far as the people of this colony

are concerned, and as far as the represen-
tatives of the people are concerned, is still
reserved to them; not, as we are sometimes
told, that it is absolutely' impossible for
these things to be altered. We are first
told by one that the clamiour of the
people will demand an alteration of the
duties, and then we are told by other
members that if we do not enter into
federation, and if the amendments of the
Select Committee are passed, the duties
cannot be altered. I think I am correct
in saying that it would be open and free
for the Parliament to deal with the tariff
as they think fit, on any occasion and in
any constitutional manner. T would urge,
in support of the recommendations of the
Select Committee, that there are none of
us in our ordinary business life who
would enter into a partnership with
another man or any' body of melt iithout
counting the cost. None of uts would
enter into a partnership of that sort
without seeing that the conditions of the
partnership were fair, because we know
that if theyv are unfair the duration of
that partnership will be very N short. We
know that instead of having peace in
connection with that business it will be
war; instead of working together, the
partners will be warring amongst one
another. Whiat partnership can be so
great as the federation of the Australian
colonies? We have a right to see that
the conditions upon which we join are
equitable all round. As I have said, this

*is the only eolony of the group which will
Suffer from an opeu port to the other
colonies. The Premier and others have
pointed out the effect federation will have
on the financial position of affairs, but I
prefer to deal with this matter as it
affects those who have to obtain their
living by the productions of their brain
and the work of their hands. We are

*manufacturing in this colony a consider-
able number of articles. The reproach
has been hurled against us of having
repairing shops, being a " tin-pot " people,
and all that sort of thing, but I take it
that if the gentleman who is responsible
for that inelegant phrase only visited the
Exhibition of Manufactures now being
held inl the Queen's Hall, and visited it as
a native of the colony, as he is, he should
be proud that within the boundaries of
the land in which he was born there are
infant manufactures which have been
started by the pluck and energy, not of
great capitalists, but of men whose
greatest capital consists in their brain
and their muscle. If I were a native of
this colony, I should be prouad to find
in that Exhibition the nucleus of huge
industries ; and if the honl. gentleman to
whom I refer would visit the Queen's
Hall, he would see the exhibits of 150
manufacturers who are showing their
work, which is fit to compare with the
manufactures of any of the Australasian
colonies, and I may say will compare
with some of the manufactures of the old
country. If the bonl. gentleman visited
this Exhibition, he would feel that he
owed anl apology to those manufactories
which he called7 repairing shops, and to

Ithose people whom lie referred to as
"tin-pot.'

MR. WILSON: Are there no repairing
shops ?

MR. GEORGE: We must have repair-
ing shops, but all are not repairing
shops. There are mnanufactories here just
as sure as there are naunfactories in the
old country ; and I may inform, the bon.
member who interjected that, until the
Exhibition opened, I was unaware tlhat in
this colony the whole of the articles
required for the manufacture of boots

Iaud shoes were made here, except the
brass eyelets, the laces, and of course
the nails, which are not made here
yet.

MR. LEAKS: What about the leather?

and Amendments.[ASSEMBLY.]
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MR. GEORGE : The leather, of course,
is made in the colony; and if the hon.
member had been at the Manufacturers'
Conference yesterday hie would have
met a gentleman from York who was
anxious that, if the duty was taken
off the raw material, it should be re-
tained on leather. This gentleman told
me, T do not know how many thou-
sand pounds of leather he turned out
in a year; but whether the quantity
is large or small, the mnanufactories which
are started here should not be belittled,
but encouraged. To those born in
Western Australia I should say it is a
matter of considerable pride and grati-
fication that men have sought out this
fair country to bring their plant here to
estalblish their industries. I have said
that New South Wales will not suffer
from an open port, because she has an
open port alreadiy; free-trade will not
make any difference to Victoria, because
Victoria is an exporter. We would only
like to have the same protection which
Victoria had, but we know perfectly well
we could not get it if we asked for it;
we could not get a prohibitive tariff on
any goods; thereforew~e are not such fools
as to ask for it, hut we ask for a fair
tariff. South Australia has also estab-
lished her industries, and an open port
will do her no harm. Queensland is
almost in the same position, only there is
this differcnce, that as soon as federation
is accomplished on the lines of the
original Bill, and as soon as the new
tariff is fixed upon, Queensland will in1-
mediately obtain for her sugar a far
higher price than shiegets now. Probably
there are other articles manufactured in
the other colonies which will become
enhanced in price, and probably there are
articles which are now on the free list
here which will become higher in price in
this colony. I point these things out to
show what to my mind is a fair argument,
and to show that what the otter colonies
have enjoyed so long we should attempt
to enjoy for a limited period. Unless
we do that, we shall be entering into
a partnership in which the benefits
will be all on one side and the disad-
vantages on ours. There may be some
sentiment in this question, and sentiment
may appeal to some people ;it does
appeal to myself ; but the argument that
appeals to me most is that in this colony

there are a great number of artisans -if
in the compilation of the returns which
the Registrar General has given us there
are errors, still there is a large number of
artisans in this colony-and I desire that
these men shall have for their wives and
families the security of their homes and
their living. I would point out to hon.
members we should retain the duties for
the purpose of assisting our industries.
The avenues of employment in this
country are not many; and during the
last few years what was there for us to
put oir boys to, if we were fortunate
enough to have boys ? They might
become timber-getters, or porters on the
railway, or we could send themn to sea, or
make them general loafers; but we want
something more for themr than that. I
am not speaking of the aristocratic por-
tion of the community, because for them
there are always the professions; the
aristocratic people can make their sons
lawyers and doctors, or they can get them
into other professions; but I want to
show hon. members that for the bulk of
the population there are only three or
four avenues of employment open for
their boys. We all know in connection
with trades that you may find in one
family three or four boys: one will
go to one trade, but another will
have none of it; another member of
the family will go to another trade,
while another will have none of it;
but we all know that what as parents we
have to do-and even if we are not
parents we have some depending upon us
for whom we are responsible -that what
we have to do is to try to find some emn-
ployment in which we can place those
youngsters, where they will learn to be
good tradesmen, and homnest and capable
citizens. What will be the outlook in
this colony if we can get our manufac-
tures properly established V Instead of
having only four or five avenues in which
our boys can be employed, we can give
them perhaps a hundr-ed different choices.
If a boy does not care to be a timber-
getter, he can become an engineer; if he
does not care to be an engineer, he can
beconie an h-on-founder; if lie does not
care to be an iron-founder, he can be-
come a smelter; if he does not care for
that he can turn his attention to printing
or bootmuaking: he can go to any' of those
fifty or a hundred trades which are so
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well represented in Queen's Hall at the
present time.

AIR. Lstxr: Will federation prevent
that :#

MRs. GEORGE: I will tell the hon.
member plainly what I think federation
will do. Unless we have that oppor-
tunity' of protecting our industries in
their infancy which we are pleading
for at the present time, we shall find
that the great bulk of those industries
will be transferred to the larger capi-
tals of the other colonies. I know the
bon. member will not agree with me, but
I tell him that the great trend of indus-
trial legislation for, many years has been
to concentrate industries in the older
countries of the world into large coal-
binations and gigantic trusts. Anid what
is the result of that system? It simply
means that whereas industrial legislation
was originally supposed by the working
man to be really doing good for him, it
is slowly and surely driving him back,
until he has become simply the slave of
hunge combinations and huge trusts wlic-h
have no heart to feel for a manl nor a soul
to care. for him. [SEVERAL MEMBERS:
Hear, hear.]

MR. LEASE: What is thle period of
"infancy?"

MR. GEORGE: Oh! Some men
never attain full age. To illustrate that
point, I might show how, in one trade in
England, a boy canl be employed in filing
nuts during the whole five years of his
appreni iceship.

AIR. LEAKF: I was speaking of the
industry, not of youth. W7hat is the
period of " infancy"' of an industry ?

MRs. GEORGE: The bulk of the
industries in this colony have been estab-
lished during the last four or five year-s.
Timiber-getting, however, has l'sen estab-
lished e'vet since thle foundation of the
colony ; and again there is no "1iiific 'v"
ilu turning out gentlemen for learned
professions. A man canl become a lawyer
almnost after a weeb's study],; but a longer
time is required to make a mechanic.

MRs. Lnxisu: No; the would-be lawyer
has to serve for five years.

MR. VoqPER: And some of them want
five years badly.

Mit. GEORGE: Yes; and all extra 14
days on top of that.

M1R. LEASE: For bow long do you
want protectionI

'Mil. GEORGE: As regards my own
trade, I do not care whether I have
protection or not. [Mn. LEASE: Oh!]
As to others in mly trade, I do not know
what are their views. Some of them, I
dare say, want along period of protection;
but, personally, I do not care whether I
ant protected or not, for the simple reason
that, if I found I could not carry on my
trade profitably, I should shut up and
transfer it to those quarters where I could
carry it on profitably; and that is what I
am aifraid the result will be if we enter
into federation withont the fullest pro-
tection we canl get.
IMa. .LEA.xE: Are you a federalist?

MR. GEORGE: Never mind whether
I am or not. You must remember that
I am here not only as a private individual,
but as the member for the Murray. We
are asking for these five years of full

Iprotection. Whatever the tariff is, it
can be altered, if hon. members choose,
in the next Parliament; but we ask for
these five years, so that we may feel some
little encouragement. We manufacturers
have come here to stay, if you allow us;
if you do not drive us out of the country,
we will not go; but sm-ely, having come
here, we may fairly ask you to give us,
in some degree, the same protection and
the same help which the other colonies
gave their manufacturers in a large
degree for many years, until the indus-
tries oif those colonies became perman-
ently established. I pointed out to the
member for the Canning (Mr. Wilson)
that as regards the boot trade, I had not
been aware, until these last few days,
that boot-uippers were made in this
Colony. From my previous experience
I thought the manufacture of boot-uppers
was confined to France, some portions of
Germany, and to padts of England; that
the uppers were brought into the colony
ready made, and that the rest of the boot
was built up here; butlI find thattberehave
been men who during the last 12 mtonthis
have imported to this colony, not only
matchinery, lbut also workmen, to make
these boot-uippers; and in the Exhibition in
the Queen's Hall hon. members will find
as good-looking and as durable boots,
made entirely in this colony, as can
be got in any part of the world; and
when the lion, member thinks of this,
I am quite sure he will be at one
with mes in the desire to lia-ve the
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artisans hero. All I am trying to
do is to persuade him, and those who
think with him, that if be and they will
aid me and those on my side in the repre-
sentations we intend to make, we shall
surely achieve our object; and it certainly
imust be for the henefit of the colony that
we should get these concessions rather
than that we should have to do without
them].

Mn. LsAnn: But those artisans, ac-
cording to you, will be hunted away in
five years, time

Mn. GEO1RGE: I say nothing of the
kind. Tt is easy to stifle an infant in its
birth: it is not so easy to do so when it
has grown up, and has. acquired some
strength and muscle. It is easy to stifle
a. manufacture in the first year or two
after it has started : it is not so easy to
do so when once a man and his machinery
are settled in the colony and have, as it
were, got their roots in the ground. That
is the exact point I wish to make. The
lion, member knows that no end of people
have come to this colony, as I camie my-
self, under an agreement for three years
to do the work for which I was engaged;
and I, at the end of that period, intended
to go away. But I found the country
was a goodly country, quite good enough
for me; and I stopped here, and I intend
to stop here as long as I am allowed.
[The Pnntirn: Hear, hear.] And I say
that if men come here from the other
colonies, from Europe or from America,
and get encouragement to enable them
to settle in our midst, every day that such
men stay here adds to the security and
to the strength of the bond which holds
them to this country. [SEVERAL MEM-
BERS: Hear, hear.3

MR. LEAiCE:- Then five years would be
sufficient ?

Mn. GEORGE: Well, the hon. mem-
ber, of course, is too clever for me. I
can only give utterance to the views of
an ordinary man. I think that five years'
protection will help us. I dare say I
should like a little more, if I could get
it; but if 1 cannot get it, I will. take five
years; and if we manufacturers do not
get five years, we will make the best fight
we can. But we say, to enable us to
make a better fight, help us to obtain
some of the same sort of security as has
been given to the manufacturers in the
other colonies. There protection was

given by bonuses: we do not ask for
bonuses, but give us a, little protection in
the ordinary way. The Premier, in speak-
ing the other night, made use of words
to the effect that, as for as federation
was concerned, it would give us a higher
political life and higher political ant-

1 itions. . I do not care very much for
those things; it does not seem to ince

Ithat there is much in them; and I take
it that is hardly the sort of ar~gumtent I.
should like to hear used, because all the
high political life and the high political
ambitions it is possible to obtain only

afeta few of us. What is wanted is
Ifood for the population; the main thing

is to find employment for the people
who are here, 'and with that em-.
ployment to give them the ineans of
obtaining food and clothing. That is the
end we have to consider. We are not
here, or we ought not to be here, for the
purpose of aspiring either to the Treasury
bench or even to the leadership of the
Opposition, with all its great dignity.
Our dutty in this Chamber is to try to do
the best we can for the colony in which
We live, and to remember that we are'
here simply as trustees for the great bulk
of the people whom this colony suppiorts.
It is our duty to bring in legislation. and
to pass it through this Chainber, with the
idea of doing the greatest good to the
greatest numnber; and it is not a question
of personal ambition or of a higher
political life. Of course I know the
Premier is a gentleman who has given
up a great portion of his life to this
colony ; and to him., perhaps, there are
charms in such prospects as he has men-
tioned; hut I would ask him to reflect
that there is something more worthy of
his pride and ambition than the fact of

*his being, Premnier of this colony, and
that is the fact that he may make life in
his native land better worth living for the

*people who have had the courage to settle
Idown in this colony. Of course I know
there may be, in connection with the
Federal Government, some plums for the
few, for those who desire them; but that
will be no satisfaction to us, to the great
majority of the people; and I say, give us

Ievery possible aid you ca to do good to
Ihneol who are within our shores. I

have also to speak with reference to theIdoings at the Conventions, and I sup-
*pose there is hardly a delegate who went
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over to those Conventions who is not now
better seized of the high duty which was
then cast upon him than he was when he
wveut there. I have no doubt the Premier,
if he bad an opportunity of going to those
Conventions again, would feel it his duty
to do what I amn sorry he did not do at
the Conventions, as we have heard from
the leader of the Opposition. I am sure,
if the Premier were going to another
Convention with the delegates of this
colony, he would call those gentlemen
together day by day at the Convention,
so that they might discuss matters which
affect their native country, and might
do the best thing for it at the tune when
it was best for that thing to be done.

TPn PREmiE:R There was a rule of
that sort, but no one attended.

MR. GEORGE: It is all very well to
be wise after the event, but there is the
facet. The Premier has been more fully
aroused to this fact since this federal
controversy has been going on here than
hie ever was before; and I say that, when
the Premier rises in his place and tells
uts, as he has told us frankly, openly,
hionestly, and like a luau, that he did not
then see things as he sees them now, then
what we should do, or at any rate -what I
intend to do, is to try to help that gentle-
luau, not to cast him down on the stool
of repentance, but to help him to help
the country along in the course we think
it ought to pursue. The leader of the
Opposition made one slight inistabe when
speaking the other evening, which is-
take I have pointed out to him, and I
shall briefly point it out to lion. memibers.
He Spoke about at breach of confidence -
I think that was the term used-on the
part of someone in this House in connec-
tion with the M3orning Herald; that is to
say, the Morning Herald had published
an article which practically disclosed the
recommendations of the Joint Select Corn-
mittee long before that Committee had
any right to have framed their recoin-
inendations even in their own minds.
The leader of the Opposition stated that
at that tinie there had only been nine
witnesses examined by the Comnittee.
As I pointed out, that statement is an
error, for 25 out of the 38 witnesses hail
then been examined. At the same time,
how the Morning Herald got that infor-
mation I do not know: if the Herald got
it from the Premier, then I say the Pre-

-mier did not do his duty. He was a
member of that Committee, and if he did
give that information he had no right to
have done so; and I think the Premier
will acknowledge that. I do not think
he did give the infornation.

MR. MORGAN: Could uot the editor
have thought it out for himself ?

MR. GEORGE: I do not know; he
might.

MR. LEAKEn The West Australian
says he did not.

Ma. GEORGE: I cannot tell hon.
members how the oracle was worked;
and I am merely pointing out that the
member for Albany made a little mistake
there, and that if the Premier is answer-
able for the information leak-ig out, he
ought not to have divulged that informna-
tion.

MR. LEAKIS: There is no mistake on

R.GEORGE: However, that is as it

niay be. In connection with this federal
campaign, I regret very much that the
question seems to be taking, or to be
at present assuming, far more of a party
character than I think it has any right to
assume. We find as a rule, almost with-
out exception, that those who are in
favour of federation are sitting on the
Opposition benches, and that those
opposed to federation, or who are in
favour of federation upon the lines of
the Select Cornmittee's report, are nearly
all sitting on the Government side of the
House. It seems to me that on a mnatter
of this sort we should put party tactics

-on one side. We should not allow so
unportant a subject as this to be even

ithought of as a question of " chucking "
the Government out, or putting another
Government in.

MR. LEAXE:; There axe at least three
Ianti-federa-lists on this (Opposition) side.
Four, with you.

Mai. GEORGE: Ilam glad to hear it,
and I wish there were seven. I am
sure that the seven now on this side of
the House would look much better as
Western Australian federalists than as
Eastern States federalists against their
own country. The member for Albany
read us a letter hie sent to Eastern States-
men in reference to these amendmnents,
and I say, with all respect. to the hon.
member, that, I consider the letter he sent
was what 1 may call the ' straight tip "
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to give us"no." If we get"no," and "no"
written very big, it will be through our
own doing; not that they in the otherI
States would not grant the amendments
if we were united, but that we are so
split up into parties on this side and
parties on that side, that we do not know
exac-tly where we are, and the other
States mnay intend as far as possible to
avoi1 complicating the matter, in their
opinion, by not granting what we have a
right to have. The lion, member said he
believed the federal tariff would be a
revenue tariff, and not a prohibitive
tariff. He cannot be much acquainted
with tariffs if he holds views of that
kind. What would be the use of a
revenue tariff against the world ?

MR. LEAKS: To raise revenue.
MR. GEORGE: Yes; exactly : that

is plain enough ;but what would hie call
a revenue tariff: 5 per cent., 10 per cent.,
15 per cent., or 30 per cent. ? All the
money that is received by the operation
of the tariff is revenue, whether the tariff
be 5 per cent. or 30 per cent. But let
me ask the hon. member, what is the idea
of raising a tariff which is practically to
be prohibitive against the world? Does he
call £5 per ton on sugar a revenue tariff ?

MR. LEAKE: I object to a prohibitive
tariff and to a protective tariff.

MR. 1LLINOWORTRF: You are getting
mixed.

MR. GEORGE: No; I am not getting
mixed. Gentlemen on your side are
getting mixed.

ME ILLLNGWORTLI: We are not mixed.
MR. GEORGE: Then the bon. member

(Mr. eakc) does not desire that a federal
tariff should be such as to conserve the
federal trade to its own markets. Would
hie advocate then, if he had the power,
free-trade in connection with the federal
tariff? Would he go in for a 212 per
cent. or 5 per cent. tariff for revenueV
If thatis whathe means, lean understand
his position: he cares nothing for the
artisan and nothing for the worker, pro-
vided that he can get articles in as cheaply
as possible; forgetting the fact that if he
has to live in the country, other people
must live as well. That seems to be as
clear as the sun at noon.

MR. LEAKS: Including the sweater.
Mu. GEORGE: I do not exactly

understand where the sweating comes in.
There is no sweating, as far as I know,

in this colony, and I hope there never
will be. I will bet the hon. member never
learned to "sweat " when he was in the
civil service. I have myself thought,
when sonic members in the House have
been talking about '"sweating," that if
they actually had sweated by hard work
they would have a little more s *ympathyv
for those whose good fortune enables
them to earn their living not only by the
strength of their brains, but the streng-th
of their muscles. The bon. memuber made
use of these words: " Even Victoria may
contribute more, because she will have a
revenue instead of a protective tariff."
Probably, die lion. member will explain
that more clearly to me; bat, at any rate.
my reply to that will be that if she does
raise more by her revenue, it will be only
at the expense of her industries. Vic-
toria has industries which would mnarch
well side by side with many of the in-
dustries of the old country; and if she
is simply to have a revenue tariff, and
have poured in things at present kept out,
what will be the result ? Her industries
will be practically stifled. Does the hon.
member believe that would go down in
Victoria? Nothing of the kind. The
people of Victoria have gone for federa-
tion because they believe it will throw
open to them a larger market than the 'y
have at the present time, and, further-
more, because they believe that market
will be conserved to. them by the fact
that the tariff will be sufficiently large
to shut out competition from America,
Europe, and other paLrts of the world
as much as possible. If that is not the
case, I cannot understand it.

THE PREmiER: It is the case.
MR. GEORGE: It is the case; abso-

lutely the case.
MR. LEAnS: What about New South

Wales?'
MR. GEORGE: New South Wales

cannot keep Victorian goods out now.
MR. LEAKS: She has not tried to.
MR. GEORGE :If the bon. member

were engaged in a trade similar to mine,
and he had a contract in New South
Wales, he would find that he could send
to Victoria and get considerable portions
of constructive ironwork cheaper there
than they, are manufactured at under free-
trade in N~ew South Wales.

Mu. LEAKS: Yours is rather in the
nature of a repairing shop.
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MR. GEORGE: Oh, yes; we will re-
pair you if you come down. I should
like to have an opportunity of putting a
little more bras on your cheeks, and I
would take care it did not come off.

MRt. ILINOWORTH: He is very modest.
MR. GEORGE: I think I stated a

little while ago that, as far a I am con-
cerned, and I am speaking with perfect
sincerity, I do not care whether there is
a duty on it or not. If I find I can
manage to make a profit in my own busi-
ness, I will carry on, and when I cannot I
will shut up. I have not to ask anyone's
p~ermnission to do that, either. I want to
point out to the lion. member that he is
doing his cause no good by belittling the
Black Swan Foundry, but he is doing me
good, because he is advertising me. He
has given me the opportunity of again
introducing the world-wide name of the
Black Swan Foundry, and I thank him.
It is not often that I have the opportunity
of adivertising myself, and I am awfully
sorry hie does not give me more oppor-
tunities. I promise him that whenever
hie does, I will avail myself of them. In
conclusion I have only to say this, that as
far as my own position is concerned, as
far as the representative of the Murray
district is concerned, I do not feel my-
self inclined at all to run any risks in
this matter. I feel inclined to tread
on clear ground under my feet as far
as I can ; to clear. away the brushwood
and get a plain path. I mat-c bold to
say there will be no good in the federa-
tion of the' Australian colonies, if the
limbs of the infant Western Australia are
swathed by bonds which have no right to
be placed upon it. It seems to me that
if we asic for reasonable matters-they
seem reasonable to me, but they may not
to other lion, members-and we are to be
told we shall be shut out because we ask
for those things, then I say it is a farce
to talk about the sentimental business of
fraternal love, and all that sort of thing.
As grown men, we ought to tear away the
blind and see the thing as it stands. If
they will not give us these reasonable
concessions at the present moment, what
earthly chance have we of obtaining
them after? Our few delegates would go
to the other side, and wve hope the repre-
sentatives of the other States would listen
to them courteously. They did not
always do that at the Oonvention, for I

remember one passage in the Convention
debaltes where the Premier stood up and
hit out straight when Mr. Reid did not
speak courteously of this colony. But
are we sure that all the delegates we send
there will hit out straight, and are we
sure that they will meet with the con-
sideration we have a right to demand?
Our delegates would be few amongst the
great number there. The position of the
other colonies is: " Federation spells
good to us." They tell us it spells good
for us in Western Australia; but we
believe there is some portion not good,
and have we any guarantee that we shall
have far consideration? If they do not
give it before we join, ilil they give it
afterwards ? The hion. member must
know, in connection with his own pro-
fession, that the bulk of the business of
those associated with it comes frml
difference of opinion on things not
prope-ly understood. If a, man s igns
a letter, it is understood that so and
so will be done, and that " understanding"
becomes misunderstanding, the conse-
quence being that there is a fruitful
trade for gentlemen belonging to the
honourable profession of the law. We
ask, in connection with this matter-, that
haiving seen risks we shall try to provide
against them. We know that as far as
the provision in the original Bill is
concerned, there is no assurance flund
that will provide for any losses or
damlages we may have. It is a marriage
where there can be no divorce; it is a
union which we hope will never become a
disuion, but there will be very great
heart-burnings, and there will hie, for
some time at any rate, a. retarding of the
progress of this colony. It is because we
feel this-at any rate I feel it myself-
and because we want the colony to go

Iforward, we are taking our present stand.
I believe well enough in Western
Australia to cast my lot in it. My

*children have been born in this colony,
+and I do not think they will have any
reason to be ashamed of it. I want to
see the colony which I have made mny
bomne, march forward and go far beyondl
any hopes and ideas I may in my fancy
have indulged.

MR. ROBSON (Geraldton): In deld-
mng with this motion, the Premier himself
and other members supporting the
motion have brought forward the most
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indisputable arguments that can be
brought by any member of the House
against this colony joining the Common-
wealth. They have almost, I think,
taken all the ground from under one's
feet, and left little for a young member
to say. Still, there are somne few points
with which they have not dealt, and
upon which I would like to trench.
First I would like to explain to the
House uly position with regad to the
ll. I think I am the only menmber who

has faced a contested election upon
the question of the Commonwealth
Bill, andi I have been returned here
to oppose the Bill. I have been returned
to, if possible, prevent this colony from
joining the federation, and with a pledge
to, if possible, prevent the Bill from
gloing to the people. It may be a
somewhat extraordinay position to be
in, and though I stand alone in the House
in that position I aam proud to do so, and
to ha-ve it recorded in Mansard that I
stand here to oppose this Bill from be-
coming law at the present time.

MR. tuEF: -Not going to the people.
MR. ROBSON: I am here as an

Englishman, I am here as an Imperialist,
and I contend there is no greater Imperi-
alist in the colony than myself. But
the question of federation for Australia.
at the present time becomes another
matter, -with which we must deal
cautiously and quietly. We all hope
federation wil come within our own
time, not only the federation of Aus-
tralia, but the federation of the Empire;
but, at any rate I hope we shall see the
federation of Australia. Federation to-day
for the Eastern colonies is all right, but
I cannot think that Western Australia is
in a position to take the same step at
present. As has been ably stated by the
member for the Murray (Mr. George)
Western ALustralia would be a very junior
partner in a big firm, and it is only with
the greatest caution that anybody should
enter such a partnership. I, in a small
way, went into a partnership of that
nature in Australia, and I must say I
" went to the wall," and now I look before
I leap. Before we leap into the Common-
wealth, we must look, and look again, for
once we join, we cannot get out exc~pt by
means of civil war. This motion deals
with only two problems, namely, the Bill
as amended by theConferenee of Premiers,

and the Bill with suggested amendments
by the Joint Select Committee. But
there is another question, namely, that
of no Bill at all, of no federation at all;
and if hon, members pass the motion
as at present worded, I would submit
they are giving a vast part of the
Population of the colony no voice as
to what this colony should do. I amn
no great believer in the principle of the
referenduim, which is a new thing; lint as
the question whether the people will
accept the original Bill, or the Bill as
amended, is going to be submitted, those
who favour the referendum should have
no hesitation in giving a. third class of
people an opportunity of saying whether
they will have a Bill m no Bill. 1 trust
that as the debate progresses, this branch
of the subject will be dealt with more
fully, and that an amendment to have4
this third question submitted will be
moved. Hion. members have dealt largel-
with federation as it affects the tradem
and manufactures of the colony, and
have done so most ably. The question of
the duties hlas also been touched on, anud
I would say that the sliding scale is
absolutely impracticable, and would in no
way meet the wishes of anybody. Up to
the present no hon. members have dealt
with federation as it affects the land
question, and in this connection, I would
ask what was it that made Victoria and
New South Wales, and what settled the
land in those colonies? Do those colonies
not owe all their industries, and all their
land settlement, originally to the discovery
of gold, and the development of the gold
industryP If that be so, having dis-
covered the goldfields and developed
them, should we, for the shadow of
federation, throw away our chances of
settling the land in this colony ? It is
only fair, that having now the chance
to build ourselves up as a country
and become part of a great nation
in time, we should take the best

tuaswe have at hand to develop our
resouces.It is a well-established maximn

br~ougtfrward by that prominent Euro-

pean statesman, Prince Krapotkin, that
the country which sends money out to

lbring in that which can be produced
within, is taking the road to ruin, not
to success; and if we continue to send
money out by thousands of pounds for
produce wich we know we can produce
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ourselves, what chance have we of beirng
successful or of settling, the laud, or of
building ourselves into a nationP Who
are they who are raising this cry of
federation and of " the Bill to the
people"? The cry comes to a large
extent from people who have come here
somewhat recently. It is always unde-
sirable in the House to refer to the
feeling there is between the people on the
coast and the people on the goldfields,
but we cannot help seeing every day, that
this cry comes from the people on the
g~oldfields. alone, though why they raise
that cry it is diffic-ult to tell. The older
settlers of the cotuntry have treated the
gfoidlicids people well, in borrowing
money to the extent' of 10 million pounds,
to build railways, make roads and
other works of development ; and even
now the Government are construct-
ing great water-works solely for the
benefit of the goldfields. The people
on the goldfields have threatened that if
they cannot get federation they will
have separation, and the leader of the
Opposition, I regret to say, has told us
he feels somewhat inclined, in the event
of federation not being granted, to sup-
port this cry. Indeed, he has told us he
feels iuclined to become a rebel.

MR. UFiR: No, no.
Ma. ROBSON: Apparently (,ie leader

Of the Opposition would rather be one
in the great Australian Common-wealth
than at pure native of Western Australia,
whichi I believe he is. In the Kalgoorlie
Miner of Wednesday last there was a
column article beaded " West Australia
separation; proposed new colony, with
Xahgoorlie as thbe capital "; and I was
surprised to find that in that article m y
constituency, Geraldton, was* mentioned
as a port of the new colony.

A MEMBER: Were you consulted
about itF

MR. ROBSON- Not at all; and Ger-
aidton is not anxious to be the port of a
new co-loniy with Kalgoorlie as the capital,
although we are always glad to earn an
honest penny and do a bit of trade down
there. We have sufficient common sense
to know that it would not pay, and that
this proposal is oniy thrown as a sop to
Geraldtou, and that having secured their
ends they would throw us over at once.
There are people who are never satis-
fled, as shown by the allnvial troubles

on the goldfields, I have no hesita-
tion in saying that the alluvial diggers
are entirely in the wrong, and it is
to be regretted the Government have
not already suppressed those people whbo
kick up these little bobberies. The
cry of " the Bill to the people " originiated
with an hon. member who is no longer in
the House, and it has been made use of
purely as an election cry. It is used as
a sop to the people by hon. members who
ought to know better, and who ought to
have miore sense than "1play to the
gallery"; but the cry is used with an eve
to the main chance and future political
power. I regret those members have not
the courage of their political convictions,
for they, of all people, do not believe in
federation or in sending the Bill to the
people; because there are few more con-
servative men in the House than those
raising this so-called democratic cry.

MRt. GREQORY: Do you not think the
people should be consulted on such a
great national question as this?

Ma. ROBSON: I do not think the
people should be consulted on a question
of this 'sort, and in this I am, perhaps,
like the member for the Murray (Mr.
George), and represent a party of one.
Why should we send the Bill to the
peopleF What are we members here
fori We are returned by the electors
to do the best we can for the country,
and why should we rush into a re-
ferendum, which is an entirely new thing,
to which I regret ver -y much the Premier
is consenting. On this point I might
refer hon. member to the simile drawn
by Professor Huxley, as to a ship captain
at sea who, when his ship gets into
trouble, resigs the command, goes into
his cabi. and throws the onus on the
crew, saying "I cannot do any more ; 1
do not know what will happen; do the
best you can for yourselves, and I take
no blame." It seems to mie that in
referring the Bill to the people, the
Premier takes up a somewhat simailar
position to that of the captain in the
simile, retiring to his cabin and leaving
the electors to do the best they can.

THfE PREbtIER: No doubt the referen-
dum is an innovation.

Mn. ROBSON:- It is an absolute inno-
vation. I know my political opinions are
absolutely contrary to those of many hon.
members, and the newspapers in my dis.
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trict, which are no great friends of mine,
brand me as a " hide-bound conserva-
tive." But I think a little conservatism
in a matter of this sort is good. In a
young country like this, where we are
liable to rush into democratic and experi-
mental legislation, a little brake on the
wheel is good, and he who can pull the
brake anld check immature legislation
may, perhaps, do a great deal more for
his country, although he must put up
with considerable abuse, than one who
promulgates that legislation. A great
advocate of the Bill to the people like the
member for North-East Coolgardie (Mr.
Vosper) gave us miany quotations from
Australian politicians, and I have given
one or two extracts from European philo-
sophers. I will now give you anl opinion
expressed by Ruskin on government,
though I dare say* this will not meet with
the approbation of all heln. members.
Ruskin says that it is good to be governed
by the wise, and I take it that onthat point
we are a11 agreed; but he goes further
and says it is good to be governted by
the wise, be the wise in a majority or be
they in a minority-that it is good for
the majority to be governed by the
lmority, if the minority be the wviser.
I go even f urther, and say it is good for
at country to be governed by one man, if
hie be wiser than all; an absolute auto-
cracy ; and I have no hesitation in saying
the people who desire to block federation
for the time being are wiser than those
fools who " rush in where angels fear to
tread."1

Mn. RASON (South Murchison): As
one who supported the motion for refer-
ring the consideration of the Common-
wealth Bill to the Select Committee, 1
wvish to record my opinion that the work
of that Committee has fully justified their
appointment. I think the Committee,
for the manner mn which they discharged
the highly important and difficult, task
allotted to them, deserve the thanks of
the country and this Rouse. The ques-
tion before the House is the consideration
of the Committee's report, with a view to
its adoption or rejection; and the Pre-
mier has submitted a motion which asks
the House to adopt the suggestions of the
Committee, and proposes that the original
BiDl and the Bill containing the amend-
ments of the Committee shall be sent to
the electors of the colony. The choice

between the two 'Bills or the choice of
neither Bill rests entirely with the people.
I rejoice that the Premier has adopted
such a statesmanlike and fair course of
action, which in itself contains an uitter
and complete refutation of the unwar-
ranted misrepresentations which have
been made as to his intention and atti-
tulde on the question of federation; and
I take this opportunity of protesting my-
self against the position which has been
taken up on this question by die leader
of the Opposition and some of his col-
leagues. That gentleman has persisted in
referring to himselfiand some of his imme-
diate followers as ' we who are federal-
ists," and has described everyone who is
not prepared to swallow the original Bill
" holus-bolus " as anti-feder-alist. To my
mind, there is just as Little justification
for one description as for the other, and
I do not think the past history of feder-
ation, or the federal movement, or the
federal Conventions, justify the hon. mertu-
her in taking up the position as the all-

Itime champion of federation; and I think
the future history of this movement will
show that the best friends of federation
maiy be the anti-federalists. 'The question
before the House will in no way restrict
the debate, but I wish to try and avoid
going through the Commonwealth Bill.
We are enabled to somewhat abridge the
debatable matter, but on a subject of
such great importanrce and of such mrag-
nitude as the federal interests to the
colony I am afraid the question almost
abridges the abridger. I pur-pose, as
briefly as possible, to consider the Bill
from the following standpoints: first, is
itdesiraible that Western Australia should
join federation' Canl we do so without
undue loss in the terms of the original
Bill, or is it more advisable that we should
join federation under the Bill containing
the amendments of die Select Committee?
As to the desirabilitY of Western Aus-
tralia joining the other colonies in a
federated Commonwealth, there can only
be one answer to that question: " Yes; if
it can be accomplished without too great
a sacrifice." And I think everyone will
admit that at the Conventions, every
statesman of the other colonies has
there admitted that the losses to this
colony would be very, very great- -the
financial loss consequent on Western
Australia entering into the federation
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would be very severe. In return for the
losses, it was decided that Western Aus-
tralia was entitled to some small comn-
penlsation. The leading politicians of the
other colonies, actuated by what some
people call the true federal spirit, or a
sense of justice, or a general desire to
p ain the markets of Western Australia
for the pr-educe of the rest of Aus-
tralia-actuated by one or all three of
these motives, they were agreed that
some special concession was due to Wes-
tern Australia. Upon that point there
was actually no dispute, but so pro-
nounced were opinions on that point that
I wish to give the Hfouse a few extracts
from some of the speeches made at the
different Conventions. I have avoided
those admirable speeches to which the
Premier called attention the other evening,
aud I hope I shall not weary the House.
Mr. Reid says:

But on the facts of the case I see it is
absolutely impossible to ask Western Australia
to come in with re; unless that colony is
secured against a financial crisis.

Mr. Solomon said:

Everyone recognisce anad has recognised
from the inception of this Convention that in
dealing with these commercial questions and
with the finances of the colonies, it is abso-
lutely necessary to make a special exception
in regard to Western Australia. Every hon.
member recognises that if thereis one colony of
the group which the older colonies specially
desire to see in the federation-perhaps because
of their selfish wish to extend the markets of
their own producers-it is Western Australia.
Western Australia with its growing population
and its immens demand for colonial produce,
is the market we al desire to open up for our
general trade.

Mr. Holder onl the same subject says:
I believe that, just as these colonies, one

after another, have become independent of
middle houses in respect of importations from
.abroad, and just as they have gone to the
cheapest rather than the nearest markets, one
by one, so Western Australia will come to the
same stage, probably until her own producers,
whom shc is encouraging wisely and well, will
aieet her needs. Very nmany of the goods which
Western Australia has up to now obtained
from these colonies ... will in the near
future lie obtained from abroad, unless we
retain the market of Western Australia for
but own products and manufactures by sonic
iuch ineans; as these. We are gaining some-
fring very material by bringing Western
Australia into the Commonwealth and getting
ner ports free and open to the goods of our
pr-oducers and mnanufacturers. When Western
Australia has; her ports free to all the colonies

and closed more or less according to the nature
of the tariff to all other parts of the world,
there will be no fear that the whole of
Australia will not always possess her trade.
That is how federation is regarded by
some of the leading politicians of the
other colonies.

MR. Vospsn: It is not all sentiment
with them then ?

MR. RASON: It is not all sentiment.
I said hon. members may draw their own
reasons as to what actuated them. Sir
P. Pysh said:

I an, aware that Western Australia cannot
come in at present. Special arrangements
would have to be made for Western Australia.
Another view was put forward by Mr.
Dobson, who said :

There is the loss by intercoilonial free-trade
and I understand that behind that there is the

loss, 1 eint think though I may be wrong.
the rer los, that Western Australia will
not have the advantage which the other
colonies have had for a quarter of a century of
putting her settlers on the land and rearing
her industries under a protective policy.
Similar expressions to those I have
quoted could be multiplied almost ad
infinitum. All the politicians of repute
hold similar -views, but there is one
speech from which I took- an extract,
which seems to me so exactly to describe
this colony's position that, at the risk of
wearying the House, I will read it to hon.
members. The late Premier of New
South Wales, Mr. Reid, said:

T recognise that Western Australia will have
to give up one-third of its revenue on colonial
produce, and that it is in a peculiar position
amongst the other colonies, because whilst the
other colonies will have an increasingly value-
able market for their exports opened to them,
Western Australia for years to come, will re-
ceive no corresponding benefits from us,
because her main product-gold-goes through
every country in the world free. We are only
too glad to get it. Western Australia is in a
pecular- position all round. It does not wome
into this projected Federal Union with any
strong necessity from the facts of trade, im-
pelling it to make sacrifices to join uts in order
to get the run of our market. It has; no
pressure of that sort, and that is one of the
difficulties of my right honourable friend. If
the exports of Western Australia were of a
character fitted for the other Australian mnar-
kets, then my right honourable friend could go
to the electors of Western Australia, and say-
" Look what we are doing. We are opening to
the producers of Western Australia a grand
market in the adjoining colonies." But my
friend from Western Australia has not thati
argument to mse. It is very likely that in
years to come this union will Irove of inestim-
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able advantage to Western Australia, and thatI
she will then have a magnificient intoreolonial
trade. But that is in the future, and does not
apply to the electors of to-day.

In these admirably expressed sentences
of Mr. Reid's, we have the position of
Western Australia in regard to federation
accurately defined by an independent
witness. I think 1 have demonstrated
thait Western Australia was considered to
be entitled to some special consideration,
and the nature of that Compensation I
intend to analyvse for a moment. As
members are aware the special terms to
Western Australia arecontained. in Clause
96 of the original Bill. The special
terms amount to this: subject to certain
restrictions Western Australia for five
years after the adoption of uniform duties
may still impose duties of customs on
goods entering the State, subject to anI
annual reduction of those duties by 20
per cent. I think anyone who has even a
rudimentary knowledge of politics must
recognise that such a, scheme as that is
impracticable; anyone must see that such
a scheme as that will totally disorganise
the trade of this or any colony, and that
such a scheme must be unfeasible and
impracticable. It was never looked upon
as a very great concession by those who
"ranted it.

HoN. W. H. VENNx: Ohl, yes; it was
,at the time.

MR. RASON: At the risk of openly
contradicting the hon. member, I will
quote to him Mr. Reid's views about the
concession. He said:

But we are not giving this concession to
Western Australia to make up out of the Corn-
mnonwealth exchequer a single penny of the
loss which Western Australia will suffer fromt
intercolonial free-trade. She has simply obl-
tained power to get the money Out Of her own
People, to Make Up tile gap in hcr finances,
whatever it may be.

And again:
We have given to 'Western Australia the

concession to tax herself in order to make up
her deficiency, by taxing her own people, by
increasing duties which are not increased in
other parts of the Commonwealth.

Forsooth, a very great concession ! I Sul)-
mit, then, that it would be atter folly for
Western Australia to dream of entering
the Commonwealth tinder the original
Bill, if only for the reason that, though
it was admitted this colony was entitled
to some special compensation for the loss

which it was recognised it would sulfer,
the compensation awarded under the Bill
is 1both impracticable and valueless. I
now come to the recommendations of the
Select Committee, and firstly to the pro-
posed amendment as to the power to
divide the colony into electorates for the
purpose of electing senators, instead of
having the whole colony voting as one
electorate as is proposed under the Bill.
I venture to think that the majority of
the electors of this colony will infinitely
prefer the course suggested by the Com-
mittee, for the reason that, if the colony
vote as one electoi-ate, there is the risk,
so great as to amount to a, moral certainty,
that the united vote of either the gold-
fields districts or of the metropolitan
districts-probably the latter-would
elect the whole six senators; and I think
the collective representation of six sena-
tors elected by the colony divided into
electorates would be more truly represen-
tative of the State as a State than would
be the case if the whole six senators were
elected by one portion of the colony to the
total exclusion of the voice of every other
part of the colony. I would point out that
this question has really been settled in this
House before, and the clause in the Bill
originally said this: " Senators shall be
distinctly chosen by the people of the
States as one electorate." But at the
Sydney Convention, the delegates of each
of the fivc colonies interested moved
amendments with a view of striking out
the words "as one electorate." Each of
the five colonies interested wished to have
each State split up into two or more
electorates ; and in deference to that
united expression of opinion, the clause
was altered to read, " chosen by the
people of the States voting, until the
Parliament otherwise provides, as one
electorate ";thus giving to the Federal
Parliament the power to divide a State
into one or more electorates. The Legis-
lature of this colony had previously
decided that it is advisable to divide the
State into two electorates; and I see no
reason to alter that.. The liberty we ask
for was freely ranted to Queensland;'
and the reasons which prompted Queens-
land to ask for that liberty are exactly
the same reasons which prompt us in
seeking it. I now come to the second
amendment of the committee, dealing
with the transcontinental railway. We
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all know that uinder Sub-clause 84 of
Clause 51 of the draft Bill, it is within
the power of South Australia absolutely
to prevent and prohibit the construe-
tion within her territory of the portion
of the railway which must neces-
sarily be made in order to connect this
colony with the railway systems of the
other colonies. It is all very well to say
that South Australia will not exercise
that power. The power is there; and
seeing the importance of such a railway
as that to this colony, can anyone hesitate
to say such a power should not exist?
Suirely, it is not too much to ask that, if
the Federal Parliament decide upon the
construction of a. railway that we all so
ardently desire to see-the construction
of a railway connecting the capital of
this colony with the railways of the other
States-surely it is not too much to say
that it shall not lie in the power of any
one State to absolutely prohibit that con-
struction; and there is that power in South
Australia under the original Bill. I have
no wish to insinuate that South Australia
would ever be anything but generous;
but were Western Australia safely within
the federal fold, would it not be possible
for South Australia to say, " You chose
to enter the federation, knowing that we
had this power; you never sought to
alter it: now you must abide by the con-
sequences "? We cannot be blind, either,
to the fact that it has been the ambition
of South Australia for years to make
Port Darwin the main port of call for the
whole of Australia. The extension of
the South Australian railway system from
Quorn to Qodnadatta, f romn Qodnadatta to
Alice Springs, and from Palmerston to
Pine Creek and Catherine-all these are
steps in that direction, and are all taken
with that one motive in view; and I say'
that the risk is too great a risk to run ;
that a question so vast as this, of such
great import to the future of this colony,
should never be left to the tender mercies
of any other State. I have already
dealt, to some extent, with the third
amendment of the Select Committee, pro-
posing that this colony should he allowed
a free hand for five years in regard to our-
customs duties; but I wish to add that
although T think the period of five years
all too short, I am disposed to accept that
tern in the cause of federation. Never-
theless, I wish to point out that our

agricultural development, and indeed the
development of any of our industries, is
of recent date ; that it is only within the
last few years that we have witnessed ay
great development in the progress of
agriculture in this colony; and yet we
propose that in five or six years to come,
our producers and our manufacturers
shall compete against the whole of Aus-
tralia, We propose that our producers
and manufacturers shall accomplish in
one decade, working uinder great disad-
vantages and practicall 'y unassisted, what
it has taken the producers and the
manufacturers of the other colonies,
assisted by huge bonuses, encouraged in
every possible way by the Government~-
what it has taken them half a century to
accomplish. Can we hope, in the face of
that disadvantage, that there will be any
great future development of land settle-
ment in this colonyP Can we hope
that there Will be any further great
settlement upon the sol? I am very
much afraid that the most we can hope
for is that the present producers will be
able to struggle on, probably for the rea-
son that, having invested their all in the
land, there will be no other course open
to them. [MR. M~ORGANS: Hear, hear.]
But I am afraid to study the interest of
our own people, afraid to question the
advisableness of admitting duty free into
this colony those goods which we ourselves
can produce,' which we ought to produce,
and which in many cases we are produc-
ing already. To question the wisdom of
such apolicy is to be, according to thedicta
of hon. members opposite, narrow-minded
and parochial; whilst to increase customs
taxation upon those goods which we cannot
produce, which we never shall produce, to
increase customs taxation upon goods
wve obtain from the mother country, is to
possess the true federal spirit and a pine-
tical monopoly of aMl the virtues ! The
leading statesmen of England have wel-
comed this proposal for the federation of
the Australian colonies, with the idea that
it was a, step in the direction of the still
greater federation which they are so
anxious to witness, the federation of the
Empire. I wonder how those statesmen
will reconcile that idea with the working
of a uniform tariff. The member for
Albany said there was no reason
and no ground for assuming that the
uniform tariff under federation would
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be either a protectionist or a high revenue
tariff; that on the contrary it would
probably be a revenue tariff with a
distinct leaning to free-tradle. I contend
that on this point the bon. member was,
unintentionally no doubt, misleading the
House. The most casual view of the
aspect of federation from a financial
standpoint enables one to come to no
other conclusion than that the uniform
tariff wil be, must of necessity be, at
least such a high revenue tariff as to
verge upon the border of a protectionist
tariff. I am supported in this statement
by the highest authorities, and T cannot
imagine 11ow the hon. member opposite,
in the face of expressions of opinion
from leading politicians who atended the
Conventions at which the hon. member
was himself so distinguished a member,
can justify the opinion he expresses.

MR. LEASE: Gentlemen like Mr.
Barton and Mr. Reid are opposed to your
view.

MR. RASON: I presume the hon.
member will respect the opinion of the
Treasurer of South Australia. Mr. Holder
said:

I think we may assume, for practical
purposes, that the uniform tariff winl be a pro.
tectionist tWill ast against the outside world.

MR. LEAnE: No doubt ho said that.
Ma. RASON: And Mr. Holder went

on :
If it be not, it will at least be a high

revenue tariff upon foreign goods.

Sir P. Fysh said:
None of the colonies cain presumie to expect

that under the uniform tariff of the Common-
wealth they will import machinery, tea, sugar,
and various other important articles free as is
at present done in W"estern Australia; and if
Victoria, Tasmania, and Queensland only ho-
posed duties of 12, per cent, ad valorem,, like
Western Australia on many other imports, it
would land all those colonies in bankruptcy.

Mr. Glynn said:
How can you with any degree of approxinma-

tion atscertain beforehand what the general
character of the federal tariff will be, beyond
that it will probably be protective?
To which Sir P. Fysl interjected:

You may take that as a certainty.
These and similar statements were never
contradicted at the Convention, nor have
they been contradicted by any authority
on finance until we had the very recent
contradiction bv the member for Al-
bany.

Ma. LEAKn: You are quite wrong, but
that does not matter.

MR. RASON: This is the second time
in the course of the evening that the lion.
member has suggested that I am quite
wrong. (in the previous occasion I think
1 demonstrated to the House that I was
quite right; and with little difficulty I
have no doubt I cia demonstrate the
same fact on this occasion.

Mn. LEASE: You said I was the first
authority to make that statement. I say
you are quite wrong there.

MR. RASON: I never accused the lion.
mein ber of having made those statements.
I was quoting the statements as made by
very high authorities on finance. I never
connected the hon. member with the state-
ments in any way.

MR. LEASE: No-, you said that I said

M.MORAN: You never accused the
hon. member of having said anything

IoriginalP
Mn. RASON: Not that I am aware

of. If I have done so, I am sure I with-
draw the accusation. Taking the amend-
ments of the Select Committee as a whole,
I think those who are studying the
interests of the colony, and who are
yet prepared to accept those amend-
ments, are giving tip a great deal
as a compromise in the cause of federa-
tion. Even the leader of the Opposition
(Mr. fLake) refers to these amendments
as; being few and unimportant. I and
others think that at all events anything
less favourable than these amendments it
would be absolutely suicidal for Western
Australia to adopt. The hon. member
savs any alteration of the Bill means that
this colony wifl not be able to join the
Oomnnonwealth as an original State. I
am not prepared to accept that statement,
but I am confident it would be far better
for Western Australia never to enter
federation than to enter on the terns of
the original Bill. Are we to be wholly

iunmindful of the interests of this colony,
are we to be wholly neglectful of the
interests of those round about us, in order
that Western Australia shall enter as an
original State ? " Original State! " We
have this dinned into our ears wherever
we go.

MR. LEAnE: Because you do not un-
derstand it.

Commonwealth Bill: [12 OCTOBER, 1899.]
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MR. BASON: I think I do, and I will
show how much I understand it when I
say that if some members had their way,
"o;riginal state " would very soon cor-
rectly describe the condition of a large
portion of this colony. Is it necessary
to appeal to some lion, members to let
this colony be their first thought, to sink
personal and party feelings, hopes of
political grandeur, hopes of future glory,
to put aside all those considerations, and
to think only of the welfare of this
colony, whose iuterests it is our duty to
study. Let us have federation, if we can
obtain it on fair terms, but let it be
federation that will be regarded as a
blessing and not as a curse; federation
that will inflict no hardship, no injustice
upon any people in this colony or any
other colonyv. Such a federation it is
possible to obtain ; such a federation I
desire most ardently to see; and such a
federation I earnestly trust it will be our
privilege to enter.

Mu. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison): I think we have nearly had
enough federation for to-night, and I
move thle adjourninent of the debate.

Put and passed, and the debate ad-
journed until tbe next sitting.

PETITION OF FEDERA-L LEAGUE.
Order read for resuming debate on

motion by MR. LEAKS, that the prayro
the petition of the Western Austrla
Federal League be acceded to.

MR. LEAXE moved that the order be
adjourned. He said an amendment would
be proposed.

Motion put and passed, and the order
adjourned until the next sitting.

MINES REGULATION AMENDMENT
BILL.

IN COMMIITTEE.

Consideration resumed from 28th Sep-
tember, on new clause moved by Mr.
Vosper:

No mine owner or company owning a mine,
or manager managing such mine, shall permit
or allow, or cause to be placed in any mine or
workings thereof, open su-face workings ex-
cepted, any tailings, sludlge, or dibris which
contains cyanide of potassium or other metallic
cyanide, or any form of chlorine, or any other
chemical resulting from the treatment of such
ddbris.

MR. VOSPER: Some time had elapsed
since the Bill was dealt with, and at the

last sitting on the Bill he moved the new
clause. It was suggested by the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans) that the
consideration might be postponed with a
view of seeing if the clause could be put
in some other shape. All wining mean-
bers would agree as to the necessity of a
clause of the kind, and he was also of
opinion that other members would agree
to it when once they understood the effect
of the use of cyanide of potassium.
Certain mine managers had found it con-
vemient at times to use tailings which had
been treate-d with cyanide of potassium.
The stuff contained hydro-cyanic acid,
which went off in the form of a vapouar,
b)eing highly poisonous and having a very

Iinjurious effect on health. He believed
the member for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans)
would do something in the direction of

Ialtering the clause, so that this dan-
gerous stuff might be used after exposure
to the air for a certain time. With wet
and fresh tailings, the effects might be
very serious indeed, and a case occurred
only a little while ago where a man at
Broad Arrow died from the effects of
this vapour in a mine. The mere fact
that one death had occurred should be
sufficient proof of the necessity for some

Ilegislation of the kind. He would be
happy to accept the amendment referred
to in conversation with the member for
Coolgardie, all he desired being to
preserve the health of miners, and to put
mining companies to as little incon-
venience as possible.

Ma. MORAN: Before the nmember
for Coolgardie introduced his amend-
ment, he wanted to ask the House to be
very careful in dealing with the matter.
He had himself spoken to the member
for North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper)
a~s to the necessity for something being
done in relation to using wet tailings
which contained sulphurous matter and

4were just fresh from the chemical
process. He could not forget that he
represented such an important centre as
the Boulder and Kalgoorlie, where prac-
tically nine-tenthis of this kind of thing
was carried on. If Parliament absolutely
precluded the use of tailings for filling
up stopes and double-banking, they would
1)e putting a tremendous incubus upon
mining. There would be no tailings pre-

Isently, except those that had gone through
Ithe process of chlorination or oxidisation.

in Committee.
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This matter had not been laid before the
proper authority yet, and a fortnight was
hardly long enough for dealing with a
subject of the kind. It affected a tremen-
dously big branch of the industry of
gold extraction-a branch whose abolition
meant using be could not say how many
more times the quantity of timber than
was utilised at present. There was noth-
ing. else to fill the space up with, and if
there was a mine a thousand feet deep,
and there were great cracks, it would be a
serious matter to prevent this stuff from
being used. Legislation of this kind
must be passed very guardedly, and be
was not in favour of its being placed on
the Statute Book yet. We might well
leave it for discussion, and have the
opinions of the Kalgoorlie Chamber of
Commerce, the Mine Managers Associa-
tion, and the Amalgamated Workers As-
socia~tion. That tailings must be used
must be admitted. He did not speak
with the knowledgofnexrtbuli
thought that if the tailings were allowed
to dry in the air for some time, these
noxious gases would escape front them.
He would not like to see any hard and
fast amendment dealing with the matter
just now. It -would be tampering too
quickly, without due consideration, with
the largest and most iniportant part of
that branch of industry. If the stopes
could not be filled up with tailings, what
would it meanP It would entail thu ber,
Labour and expense.

MR. ILLINQWORTH: It would not in-
volve twice handling.

MR. MORAN: The House should be
very guarded about letting this stuff go
straight down from the battery, but he
did not think we were competent now to
frame an amendment of a serious charac-
ter like that proposed. He hoped the
matter would become one for conference
,and consideration, and that we should
adopt some wise and- safe amendments
next year when dealing with a Mines Bill.

MRs. Vospea: That could not be con-
sented to by him, when men were dying.

THE PREMIER: Had anyone died?
MR. VospnR: There was, as he had

said, a case of death at Broad Arrow the
other day.

MR. MORAN: Men were dying nll
over the world in consequence of being
engaged in smelting wo-ks and other
industries, which were ten times more

daingerous than working in mines; but
the law could not stop the carrying on of
these industries.

MR. LEAKE: There was not much
objection to the clause, which merely
threw on the mine-owner the responsibility
of seeing that poisonous stuff was not put
into the mine.

MR. MORAN: The lion, member surely
did not k-now the importance of the
matter.

MR. LEAXE did not recognise the
member for East Coolgardie as a conclu-
sive authority on the question; but even
that lion. member said the stuff was
poisonous when it went in fresh from the
vats. The only desire was to throw the
responsibility on the person who put this
stuff back. He understood that if it
were exposed for some tinme to the action
of the atmosphere it became harmnless, and
if the inspector were satisfied that the
stuff had been thoroughly cleansed, there
was no reason why it should not be
returned to the mine. It was the mine-
owner who made the stuff poisonous, and
consequently he must mnake it innocuous.

MRt. MORGANS: There was no oh-
jection whiatever to the Legislature taking

stp oprotect the lives of the miners,
btteamendment was of a very sweep-

ing nature, and really meant, if carried
out in its entirety, that, as no mine
owner could pitt down tailings which had

ibeen so treated, the mines in Kalgoorlie
and everywhere else would have to close.
It was absolutely impossible to work
mines unless the stopes were filled with
tailings, because no amount of timbering

*would hold up the land.
MR. VosrEn: What about mullockP
MR. MORGANS: It would be difficult,

if not impossible, to get mullock. There
was no reason why the Government
should not take some steps to protect
men working in stopes, when the tailings
were put back. The proportion of Cyanide
potassium in the tailings after treatment
was very small indeed, because the cyanide
was very expensive, about Is. 2d. a pound
in Kalgoorlie, and, therefore, great care
was taken to get every trace of it
out. The tailings, after being treated
with the solution of Cyanide of potas.
sium, were treated with a weaker solu-
tion of only one-tenth of one per cent.,
and even after that, in order to re-

*cover as much as possible of the cyanide
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of potassium, the tailings were treated
with pure water. When tailings were
properly treated ad washed there was a
very small proportion of potassium left;
and if some Act of Parliament could 'be
passed providing that these tailings must
be properly treated before being put back
into the mine, and the stopes properl *y
ventilated, there would be no difficulty in
carrying out such a law. But this was
a mnatter which involved serious conse-
quences, and, as suggested, it might be
left in the hands of the M1inister to con-
sult with the Amalgamated Workers
Association, the Miners Association and
kindred bodies, when no doubt a satisfac-
tory arrangement would result.

Mnt. VOSPER: It was rather sur-
prising to hear hon. members, usually so
solicitous for the welfare of the miners,
so indifferent to their interests in this
particular matter.

Mni. MoRANq: flat was an unfair way
of putting it.

Mit. VOSPER: It was not suggested
that was the intention, but it was the
effect, of the discussion, The object was
not to save the companies' pockets, but
to save men's lives, and he quite agreed
with the member for Coolgardie (Mr.
Morgans) that if mine-owners would take
the trouble to thoroughly sluice tail-
ings, it would not only pay them to do
so, but would also prevent miners being
poisoned. There was, a considerable
difference between the conditions of the
men employed in smelting works, and
those employed in mines. A mian when
he went into smelting works knew the
risks he ran, and was paid in proportion,
and, moreover, laws were passed and
special regulationsi made to prevent loss
of life in such industries. ining was
not, in itself, a dangerous occupation, but
a careless mine manager who wanted to do
things cheaply, might deliberately set to
work and make the industry dangerous.
There was the choice between falling
ground and putting poisonous tailings
jnto stopes. Where was the difference
as far as the miner was concerned?~ If
tailings were exposed for any length of
time before being put in a mine to fill
up, the effect of the hot sun would be to
dry the tailings rapidly, and the cyanide
of potassium became hydro-cyanic acid,
which went off into tbe air, leaving
carbonate of potassium, a really harmless

powder. All he was asking for was that
the tailings should be thoroughly sluiced,
or, failing that, that the tailings should
be exposed for such a length of time as
to render them innocuous. He would
report progress if the Minister promised

*that in the meantime he would write to
the Chamber of Mines aud the variouks
associations on the goldfields, asking
thein what the 'y thought of a clause

*giving thme Minister or tihe Jovernor-in-
Cotucil power to miake such regulations
as wast thought fit from time to time in
regard to the use of dangerous materials
in mines.

Mn. MORGANS said he did not yield
to the member for North-East Coolgardie
or anoeelse in his desire to protect the
lives of the working men. He had always
done so, and he would rather see a dozen

*mines fall in than cue man killed. No
one desired more than himself that some
arrangement should be comie to to protect
the lives of miners. This matter could
be got over satisfactorily if it was dealt
with by regulations. The Minister and

*we in this House must be satisfied that
the tailings could be safely put back into
the mime, and if that was done without

1interfering with the operations of the
mine there was nothing more to be said
about the matter.

Mn. MORAN: The member for North-
East Coolgai-die was scarcely fair in
insinuabting that bie or the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Morga~ns) had no con-
sideration for the life of the working
miner, Hie had the most heartfelt desire
for the comfort of every man working
on the fields; but people working in
foundaries or in lead mines, or in ninn1y
other vocations in life, worked under
dangers; the man who worked by the
side of a threshing matchine, swallowing
the fine particles of stuff, was laying up
for himself trouble; and the mn who
walked over the dusty streets on the
goldfields was doing more harmn to him-
self than a man who worked in a mine.
We must not stop an industry because
there was a little danger in it. He hoped
the Minister of M ines would he very
deliberate in the action he would take i
this matter. he (Mr. Moran) repre-
sented the gold-mines where nine-tenths
of this cyanide was used, and there had

I been no great outcry against the-use of this
Imaterial. The Miners' Association had

in Committee.
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not approached the House on the matter,
and miners were not backward in airing
their grievances. There was notbin to
justify the Committee in doing anything
except asking the Minister to communi-
cate with the associations and bodies
interested in this matter.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
H. B. Lefroy): This Bill was framed
for the purpose of protecting life in
mines, and the regulations under this
Bill would be framed as much for tile
protection of the manager as the miner.
The member for North-East Coolgardie
only wished to deal fairly with this
matter. His object had been to draw
attention to the fact that men had
suffered from the fumes arising from
tailings deposited to fill up stopes in
mines. The matter had been brought
under his (the Minister's) notice, and the
hon. member was quite correct in saying
that a man had died from the effects of
the fumes.

MR. MORAN: Two men dlied at Kal-
goorlie: they fell into the vat.

Tax MINISTER OF MINES: The
man he referred to died from inhaling
the fumes arising from tailings deposited
in the mine, and the verdict of the
coroner's jury was that this man had
been suffocated by the fumes from the
tailings; but the jury added that if the
mine had been properly ventilated, the
man's life would not have been lost. He
(the Minister) had made inquiry into
this matter, and believed that if mines
were properly ventilated there would be
no danger. He believed that on other
occasions men had been brought from
mines in a fainting condition. This
matter haed been brought nder his notice
by the workers, and while dealing with
the Mines Regulation Act it was a very
good time to consider this matter. It
was necessary that something should be
done, although he was certain that the
mine managers themselves were quite as
anxious for the safety Of the men as we
were. Where it was found that there
was risk to life owing to the tailings
being put in the stopes to fill up, the
mine managers saw that such a thing
did not occur again. It would be a wise
thing to have regulations passed dealing
with this matter. The amendment pro-
posed by the member for North-East
Coolgardie was too sweeping, and he

understood it was only brought forward
for the purpose of raising this question.
He was pleased that the question had
been raised; at the same time he did not
think the Commnittee were prepared to
deal altogether with this subject. As
more information was required, the im-
mediate settlement of the question was
not desirable, and the passage of the Bill
might well be delayed for a week.

.MR. VOSPER: Or a fortnight.
THEx MINISTER OF MINES: A

week should be sufficient.
Mn. MORANx: More than a week would

be required to collect the necessary
evidence.

Tnx MINISTER OF MINES: Hon.
members might rely on his making
thorough inquiry, and on his bringing
forward a clause which would meet their
wishes. He had thought of moving to
the effect that no cyanide tailings should
be used for mullocking in any mine,
unless such mine were ventilated to the
satisfaction of the inspector, or be used in
any case unless the tailings had been
lying on the surface exposed to the air
for a given time, such length of time to
be decided by the Committee. However,
it was desirable to consult the Mine
Managers and the Workers' Associations;
and he would at once submit the matter
to the Chamber of Mines for their opinion.
He would be pleased to accept a proposal
to report progress, and ask leave to sit
again in a fortnight.

MR. VOSPER moved that progress be
reported, and leave asked to sit again.

Motion put and passed. Progress
reported, and leave given to sit again.

TOTALISATOR ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Introduced by Mn. MONGER, and read

a first time.

MOTION-ALBANY HARBOUR, TO
REMOVE RESTRICTION.

Ma. ILEAXE (Albany) moved:
That, in the opinion of this House, the

restrictions upon vessels entering Princess
Royal Harbour, when drawing more than
261ft. of water, should be removed.

As member for Albany, he had been
informed that the Harbour Master had
given instructions not to bring inside
Princess Royal Harbour vessels drawing
more than 2612ft. This was extra
ordinary, because the Government ad-



1688 Albany Harboutr: aRsrcin[ASSEMBLY.]

mitted that there was S0ft. of water in
the channel, and that depth ought to
be sufficient to enable skilled pilots to
bring in vessels drawing even 27 or
2Sft. The Albany Chamber of Com-
merce, in a letter they had sent him,
maintained that the restriction made
interfered with the interests of the port,
and that it was unnecessary. It appeared
that the last chart of the harbour was made
in November, 1895, which represented
only part of the dredging, for dredging
had been proceeded with to September,
1896, and thus nearly 12 months' dredg-
ing was unaccounted for and the area
dredged was uncharted. One of the mail
steamers the other day, when entering
the harbour, had been drawing nearly
27ft., and it had been questioned
whether that vessel could be brought in;
but as vessels of similar size and draught
had previously entered the port, there
was no reason for the recent alteratio in
the rule.

Tnn PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): The desire of the hon. member,
that all vessels coming to Albany should
be enabled to enter Princess Royal Har-
bour, was one with which he was quite in
accord. In regard to the statement in
the letter just read, he thought there was
some misunderstanding. The entrance
to the channel of Princess Royal Harbour
was S0ft. deep, and the general depth
that had been dredged was 27ft. inside;
that was at low water. There was an
anchor area which had been dredged to
some S4ft., and he believed the existing
chart did not show the full limit of that
anchor area. He thought that was some
7ft. deeper, over a considerable area, th'au
the surrounding depth of the harbour.
He believed that at Albany, and in fact
all ports, the harbour pilots knew exactly
the state of the tide by at register upon
the jetty. If the water was high, of
course they would lring in a steamer
even when the draught was more than
2&ift.

MR. LEAKS: The restriction appeared
to be in any case against vessels drawing
more than 262'ft.

THE PREMIER: That was not known
to him. A great deal was left to the
discretion of the Harbour Master, but
as far as the Government were con-
cerned they had never issued any instruc-
tions with regard to the matter.

I MR. TrAns: No; it was the Chief
Harbour Master.

TusE PREMIER: No directions had
ever been given by him (the Premier)
with regard to the draught of ships
entering any hiarbours of the colony,

Iand hie thought that it would not matter
much if he did issue instructions. If it
was likely a ship would touch the ground,
the captain could not allow a pilot to
bring her in, even if the pilot desired to
dloso. It Was a matter for- the pilots and
harbour authorities themselves. He
should say it seldom happened that a
ship drew more than 2&,rft. of water.
He had never seen a ship drawing more
than that, and hie had been on some of
the largest. There might be some draw-

in 27ft., but it was% ery seldom that
ships drew more than 264~ft. A paper
was laid upon the table of the House
from Captain Irvine, who, for a long
time, had been chief pilot at Albany. It
was dated 4th October, and was addressed
to the Chief Harbour Master, Fremantle.
It contained the following:

In answer to your request for my opinion of
what the draught limit should he for vessels
entering Princess Royal Harbour, I beg to
state that I think 26ft. Gin, a fair maximum
draught, seeing that there is only 271 t. to be
relied on in the Anchorage at low water.
When anchoring a mail steaer in Princess
Royal Harbour it is necessary to anchor so
that the vessel can swing clear all round; the
length of the average mail steamer, with 30
fathoms cable added, is 70eft., which means
she will require a circle with a diameter of
1,400ft. to swing in; two such circles taking
up the whole of the deep water anchorage, in
which the latest chart shows patches of 2Sft.
1 may state I was pilot at Albany the whole
time the dredging was carried on, and the
officer in charge gave the Harbour Master and
myself a depth of 271 t. only to be relied on
after the work was finished.
The House might pass 50 resolutions,
and he might give instructions, but they
would not get the harbour authorities to
bring a ship in unless there was sufficient
water. He should hesitate to give any
directions with regard to this matter,
seeing the great responsibility that rested
on harbour masters. It was said that at
Challenger Pass there was 1Sf t. or more
of water, but we knew that the Admiralty
reckoned it at only l6ft., or lG1ft. It
seemed to him altogether outside the
province of the Government, or the
House, to give directions with regard to
the draught of ships coming to Princess

a Bestriefion.



Albany Harbour. [17 OCToBER, l899.j Papers presented. '1689

Royal harbour. All the Government could
do was to dredge the harbour, and it was
then for the harbour authorities to say
what ships could come in with safety.
He hoped the hon. member would with-
draw his motion. He (the Premier) would
not take the responsibility of giving any
directions to the Harbour Master with
reference to the draught of ships coming
to Princess Royal Harbour at Albany.

Mn. L-E&n: If the right hon. gentle-
man would make inquiries, be (Mr Leake)
would be Satisfied.

THE PREMIER: Inquiry had been
made with a desire to help the hon.
member, and he wished the Harbour
Master would make an increase regarding
the draught of ships that could come into
the harbour; but the only way the Govern-
ment could do it was by dredging, and
that he hoped to be able to do as soon as
we had some dredge available.

MR. LEAKE (in reply): The right
bon. gentleman did not quite appreciate
the motion. If the restriction were not
general, perhaps it would not do very
much harm ; that was to say, assuming
there was sufficient water in the harbour,
the Harbour Master would permit those
ships to come in. Suppose that at high
water he would allow a ship drawing 27ft.
to come in, well and good; but as the
matter was represented to him, in no case
would he allow a ship drawing over 261,ft.
to enter, no matter what water was
in.

THE PREMIER: Supposing the captain
would not come in?

MR. LEAKE: But when captains
wanted to come in, the Harbour Master
would not allow them, even though there
might be S2ft. or S3ft. of water. He did
not -want the Premier to make any order
upon the Chief Harbour Master; but
he knew that in Albany they said the
pilot was perfectly willing to bring
these ships into the harbour, but he
must not do so because of the instruc-
tions issued by the Chief Harbour Master
at Fremautle.

Tn E PREMIER: The instructions were
suggested to the Chief Harbour Master
by the Harbour Master at Albany-

MR. LEAKE: There was no desire
to create difficulty or unpleasantness;
and, having brought the matter before
the House, he asked leave to withdraw
the motion.

Tan PREMIER: The matter would be
further inquired into.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-50 p.m.,

until the next Tuesday.
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